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For more than a Quarter Century, Walt Schneebeli was the author or a major 
contributor of interesting articles about Dolphin Club history. In addition to the 
list below, he provided many other stories and photographs that have 
enhanced nearly every issue of the Dolphin Log. 
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Year 

Issue 

Pages 

Title/Description 

1982 

August 

12-13 

Coach Lawton C. Hughes, Dolphin Legend 

1983 

October 

2 

A Bit of Club History, A Look Back on 50 th Anniversary 

1986 

Spring 

8-9 

Founder John Wieland Remembered 

1988 

Winter 

5 

Life Membership List, Current and Past 

1988 

Summer 

7 

The Etemal Timer - Frank C. Staib 

1988 

Autumn 

5 

Keenan, Generous Benefactor 

1989 

Winter 

4 

Club Treasures Its Golden Dolphins 

1989 

Spring 

5 

“Brine Indulgers” Fast Pace in 1917 (l st Club Gate Swim) 

1989 

Summer 

5,7 

Golden Gate First Conquered in 1890’s 

1989 

December 

5 

A Look at the “Other” Quake (Club Survives in 1906) 

1990 

March 

6-7 

Old Timers Dinner, Then (1960) and Now (1990) 

1990 

June 

5 

50 Years Ago - 23 rd Annual Golden Gate Swim 

1990 

September 

6-7 

100 Years Ago - Competition in Rowing Was Keen 

1991 

Spring 

4 

Cronin Centennial Anniversary Coincides with Mennucci’s 50 

Year Milestone 

1991 

Summer 

5 

40 Years Ago - Golden Gate Swim - Walt, et al 

1991 

Fall 

3 

Club’s First Organized Alcatraz Swim - 1960 

1992 

Winter 

5 

Dolphin Soldiers Meet Düring WWII (Desmond & Herms) 

1992 

Winter 

5 

Surprise Donation Enhances Club’s Rieh Historical Collection 
(Henry W. Koch) 

1992 

Spring 

2-3 

Surprisingly, First Woman Dolphin Joined in the 40’s 

1992 

Summer 

5 

100 Years Ago - Bizarre Events of 1892 

1992 

Fall 

6-7 

Dolphins Win Their First Pacific Amateur Rowing Assoc 

Regatta Race, 1879 

1992 

Winter 

5 

A Rare Find Reveals Details of Wieland Origins - 1894 Article 

1993 

Spring 

3 

An Important Early Bay Swim, 1883 

1993 

Fall 

5 

Dolphin Second Ever to Conquer Golden Gate, 1897, Caughlan 

1994 

Spring 

10 

100 Years Ago - Rowing Season Opening, 1894 

1994 

Summer 

8 

40 Years Ago - A Golden Gate Swim in 1954 

1994 

Winter 

8 

Origins (of the Club’s Founding Members) 

1995 

Summer 

3 

Old Dolphin Boathouse Discovered (at 872 North Point Street) 

1995 

Spring 

12-13 

Life Member List, 1877-1995 

1996 

Fall 

11 

First San Francisco - Oakland Swim, 1882 (duplicated in 1996 
by 13-year-old Dolphin, Andy Pinetti) 

1998 

Summer 

4 

50 Years Ago - The Keenan Room Was Born 

1999 

Winter 

5 

Annual Hike & Dip at Ocean Beach 1909 (Discontinued 1967) 





1999 

Spring 

4-8 

Dolphin Log - The First Fifty Years 

1999 

Summer 

4-6 

The Dolphin Fleet - People & History Behind Our Boats 

2000 

Summer 

6 

Yacht Ride and Clam Bake, 1907 

2000 

Summer 

Back 

Hike & Dip - 1947 Photo 

2000 

Fall 

6-7 

50 Years Ago - Golden Gate Swim in 1950 

2001 

Spring 

4 

The Day We Almost Lost the Wieland, 1952 

2001 

Winter 

19 

l st Diamond Dolphin Located (Gerald Murray joined in 1925) 

2002 

Spring 

18-19 

Club Celebrates 125 Years (History & Timeline) 

2002 

Summer 

4-5 

Jimmy Cronin, 65 Year Club Sparkplug 

2004 

Winter 

10-11 

The Annual Hike & Dip - Held for 77 Years 

2005 

Spring 

2-3 

Some Things Never Change - The Scene in 1877 

2006 

Fall 

10-11 

A Letter to Polywogs - Club Initiations Prior to 1960 

2007 

Spring 

10 

Leam How to Swim - 1893 SF Chronicle Article 

2007 

Summer 

8-9 

100 Years Ago, Today - Club Clambake in 1907 

2008 

Spring 

5 

First Over 60 Cove Swim - May 19, 1974 

2009 

Summer 

2 

Once Around the Cove - Aquatic Park History 

2010 

Summer 

10 

Emil Kehrlein, First President (1877-1878) 

2011 

Spring 

8-9 

John Wieland (1829-1885), Club Founder 

2012 

Summer 

15 

Anita Day Hubbard (1889-1965), First Female Dolphin 


A reminder that Walt’s articles can be read by accessing the online Dolphin Log collection (1949 
to the latest). Begin at our club website www.DolphinClub.org and then click on the link 
“Dolphin Club Archives.” This transfers you to the Archive site and shows a list of flies or 
"books". If you then click on a book's title (the first line) you'll get its title page. 





Keith Ho well 


Don’t Forget You re a Dolphin 


The moving finger writes: and 
having writ, 

Moves on: nor all your piety nor wit 
Shall Iure it back to cancel half a 
line, 

Nor all your tears wash out a word 
of it 

From the “Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyan,” Walt Schneebeli’s favorite 
poem 

S unbathing on the deck and 
swimming with his wooden 
goggles, the tall Walt 
Schneebeli was a familiär and 
beloved figure to many Dolphins. 

He was born in North Beach in 
1925 and grew up on Leavenworth 
Street, went to Galileo High School 
and City College, before winning 
a scholarship to the San Francisco 
Art Institute. But seeing no prospects 
as an artist, he took a test to work at 
as a city employee with the Steinhart 
Aquarium. He came in second. 

He started work there in 1948, the 
same year that he joined the DC. One 
of his jobs was to clean the pool and 
the fountain in the forecourt of the old 
California Academy of Sciences where 
he became perhaps the first Dolphin to 
be bitten by a sea lion. 

Soon afterwards he was drafted 
into the army and sent to Germany 
and La Rochelle in France where he 
became the unofficial interpreter for 
his buddies in the bars around town. 

Back at the Steinhart, besides 
looking after the marine mammals— 
dolphins, sea lions and the famous 
manatee, Butterball—he became the 
Specimen Collector, and would take 
a truck down to Baja and dive for 
specimens. Then, while the scientists 
on the trip flew home, he would drive 
the thousand miles or so over unpaved 
roads with a large tank of seawater 
sloshing behind him. His journey took 
two or three days, much of the time 
alone, and if he was to bring the fish 
back alive, he didn’t have much time 
to sleep. He also flew to Hawaii for 
rare species, or drove up to Eureka for 
octopus and would bring them back in 



Walt Schneebeli , Dolphin from 1948-2017 


separate tanks so they didn’t kill each 
other. 

The head of the Steinhart, Dr. 

Earl Herald, was the first scientist 
in the country to host a live Science 
TV program—Science in Action. 
Walt’s job was to bring out the 
live specimens—snakes, alligators, 
etc—while making his 6’3” frame 
unobtrusive. 

Walt threw himself into the 
Dolphin Club’s activities, swimming 
the Golden Gate almost every year 
from the time he joined until he was 
75. He was one of the first swimmers 
to make the trip from Sausalito and 
held the club record for 19 years. At 68 
he swam from Bridge to Bridge, and a 
year later repeated his Sausalito swim. 
But he was never keen on swimming 
in winter—“Never 
got used to the 
cold water.” He was 
also an enthusiastic 
handball player, 
taking part in 
many of the 
tournaments. 

From 1962 to 
’71 he was the 
Club Recording 
Secretary, and in 


1976 he was made Club Historian, 
a position he held until his passing, 
probably the longest official Service of 
anyone, past or present. 

As a new member of the club, he 
soon became fascinated by the club’s 
history. Walt was already interested in 
San Francisco history and a collector 
of nineteenth Century beer bottles. No 
doubt the fact the club was founded 
by the leading brewer in town, John 
Wieland, encouraged him to research 
the club’s history, especially that of its 
charter members. 

After he retired in 1985, he threw 
himself full-time into researching 
the Dolphin Club. Every day he 
would spend hours in various libraries 
searching through newspapers, old 
copies or microfiche, to find any 
mention of a Dolphin, regardless of 
its significance. Over the next 25 
years, he spent thousands of dollars 
photocopying every reference he could 
find, and creating a file for every 
member. If you were a member before 
2005, there is doubtless a file on you. 
Much of his knowledge was, and is, 
chronicled in the more than 50 articles 
he wrote for the Dolphin Log. His 
enthusiasm for the club was endless. 
When Bob McKenzie talked about 
leaving, Walt would have none of it. 
“Don’t forget you’re a Dolphin,” he 
told him. Bob stayed. 

Walt married Margaret Krznarich 
in 1970 and the two settled in Golden 
Gate Heights where Walt built a 
backyard that resembles a Mayan 
pyramid. He died, aged 92, on 
November 22, 2017. 
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HISTORY AND LORE 


ARCHIVISTS AND HISTORIANS: Brian Gilpin, David Hüll, Walter Schnebelli 


Lawton C. Hughes 
1900-1982 


Coach Lawton Hughes, Dolphin Legend 

At 6:30 PM Saturday, August 7,1982, Lawton Hughes 
with Tom Troneum, fellow Dolphin and oarsman for 60 
years, at his side, died. 

Well, Coach, you won this race hands down. You got 
across the finish line without ever giving us an interview. 
You always told us, "Ah, what's to teil." 

But sorry, Coach, we looked in the old Logs from the 
30's on, and it looks like there's an awful lot to teil: 

And furthermore Frank Staib, whom you appointed 
Eternal Timer in 1938, called down to say he wants you to 
be Eternal Coach with him. We hope you accept because 
the Club has never had a better Dolphin. You did more 
than most anyone to make the Club of those years a warm 
community of kindred spirits. 

And what's that you say coach? 

"Ready now, pull together." 


Pacific Coast single sculling 
Champion, unbeaten in dass in 
roughwater rowing in the 20's 
and 30's, handball Champion, 14 
times Golden Gate swimmer, 
Dolphin bowling team Champion. 

President, 1938,1966; 

Treasurer for over 2 decades; Vice 
President; Financial Secretary; 
Recording Secretary; Captain; Lt. 
Captain & Chairman House Com¬ 
mittee; Rowing Coach; Rowing 
Commissioner; Handball Com- 
missioner; Swimming Commis¬ 
sioner; Ist Basketball Commis¬ 
sioner; Ist Water Polo Commis¬ 
sioner; Director; Board Member; 
Life Member Booster since 1919. 


Definitive Marshall of the 
Course for Golden Gate swims; 
Chairman of Entertainment Com¬ 
mittee; Delegate, Aquatic Park 
Project X; Construction Engineer 
of Sauna; Originator of Hanna 
Boy's Day, Raccoon Strait Swim, 
Russian River Weekend Regatta, 
Wieland Row to Candlestick 
Park, Tom and Jerry party; Host 
of Old Timers' Dinner. 

Rowing instructoi; tide expert; 
chief pilot; trophy donor; Lake 
Merced sprints finish line judge; 
Dolphin poet laureate. 


Read This At Your Own Risk!!!! 

When the Sun Roof is cold and gloomy. 

Just step into our Club's front roomy*, 

There you'11 find something new we bought, 
That every member young and old has sought, 
A little game to pass the time, 

Or a better friendship to bind, 

The game we mean is Ping Pong, 

And take may word it's a Ding Dong. 

or 

If this does not appeal to your tastes, 

To the small handball Court make haste, 
Badminton there you'll find, 

And I know that you won't mind, 

If a tournament is held with the rackets. 

And you find yourself in the wrong bracket. 

So try a game of batting these little balls. 

And you'11 agree it's lots of fun for all. 

Oh, to put an end to this verse, 

Because in all my life I never read worse. 

Lawton (Longfellow) Hughes. 
Dolphin Log , 1938 
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Lawton C. Hughes 

Dolphin Swimming and Boating Club 
Golden Gate Swims 
1919-1921-1922-1923-1924-1925 
Chronicle 1925 


Club Handball Doubles Championship.1920 

Club Senior Singles.1921 

Junior Barge (Stroke) Aquatic Park.1922 

Club Senior Singles.1922 

Senior Singles, Pacific City.1922 

Junior Singles Aquatic Park.1923 

Club Senior Singles.1923 

Junior and Intermediate Singles (Oakland Estuary) ... 1923 

Junior Singles Aquatic Park.Sept.9.1923 

Junior Singles Aquatic Park.Oct. 12.1923 

Junior Singles Aquatic Park.1924 

Senior Singles Aquatic Park.1924 

Club Senior Singles.1924 

Pacific Coast Intermediate Singles (China Basin).1924 

Senior Singles Aquatic Park.1925 
























HISTORY AND LORE 


In Memorium to 
Frank C. Staib 

Our Eternal Timer 

Hi! Frank! Climb aboard! This 
is the Officials' Boat. Here sir, 
down by me. I see you didn't 
forget your overcoat this time. 
Well, we're shoving off on time. 
We should be at Fort Point in 
about 20 minutes. Sure you oiled 
up your Stop Watch? Look over 
there Frank, one of the pilot 
boats broke loose from the tow 
launch. Yep! Never seen it to 
fail. Gee! there's a big crowd on 
the spectators' boat. Lets take a 
look at your program, Frank. 
Thanks. Well Jimmie's starting 
the races again today. Wouldn't 
it be a surprise if his gun works 
this time? Well, here we are at 
Fort Point. Better get your watch 



ready Frank. The boys are about 
ready to jump. Makes one shiver 
just to look at them. It won't be 
long now, the pilots have started 
yelling for their swimmers. 
BANG! There's the gun! They're 
off! Frank! Did you snap your 
watch? Hi! Frank!—Frank, 
where are you? Where did you 
go? Why I must be dreaming. 

You are no longer here with us, 
Frank, but you are watching us 
today from UP THERE in the 
Great Beyond. Just watching? 
That does not seem right. Does it 
Frank? We must find a job for 
you to keep you happy. Where 
you are now Frank, there is no 
need for your Stop Watch as 
Time is Eternal. That's it Frank, 
we appoint you "OUR ETER¬ 
NAL TIMER" forever. 

Lawton Hughes, 1938. 
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HIKE AND DIP Fkbruary, 1966 


Lawton And The Lounge Chairs 

Written by David Hüll, Oct. 1980 

This moming I ate my lunch in the spacious, airy lounge of 
the Dolphin Club, as I often do. And at one of the card tables 
by the window sat Lawton Hughes, as he often does. 

Lawton was a fine, strapping athlete in his youth, a rowing 
Champion. There are several pictures of him among the rows 
and rows of photos that line the knotty pine walls of this room. 
One of the singles in the boathouse below—a lapstrake double 
built in 1938—is named after him. 

He sits pecking at a portable typewriter, the perpetual 
Cigarette smoke curling from an ashtray on the window ledge. 
He is faithfully performing his Dolphin Club duty as treasurer, 
as he had done since way before my time. He doesn't greet 
people as they come into the room, but from time to time he 
does glance sharply around the room and out the window. 

I have always wondered about the gigantic chairs in this 
lounge. They are of heavy construction, wooden, and the seat 
is perhaps three feet deep. They require the sitter to lie back, or 
be a giant. I find them comfortable. There are a full dozen of 
them here, each exactly alike, and arranged in two rows of five 
each, facing the Windows and the bay. Two others are along a 
side wall, which is where I generally sit to eat. If anyone would 
know about these chairs, Lawton would. 

"Lawton, how long have these chairs been here.?" 

"I bought them in '38 from a dealer out about Valencia and 
14th. Cost $15 apiece." 

"Did he make them up for you?" 

"No, he had the full dozen of them there, I think. They 
were tapestry, too." 

Now they are vinyl covered, and some are in need of repair. 

"Some of the fellows suggested Chippendales, but I 
knew . . ." 

"They get rough use, wouldn't have lasted ten minutes," I 
said. 

"That was the year we moved the clubhouse over here from 
Polk Street, and fixed up this room. It was like a morgue in 
here, dark wood and small Windows. But I knew we'd be 
spending more time inside over here because of the wind. We 
were more protected over at Polk Street." 


PRESIDENT LAWTON HUGHES SHOWS SURPRISE 
AT WALTER STACK'S BURST OF ENERGY 


folume 6, No. 6 June, 1954 San Francisco, Californii 


DOLPHINS ENJOY RUSSIAN RIVER WATER CARNIVAL 



Winners of the junior fours by a half length are the crew in the foreground: cox. Tom Troneum, str. Duke 
Chelini, #3 John McElroy, #2 "Horse" Massucco, bow Dominic Anzalone. The other boat includes: cox. 
Lawton Hughes, str. Joe Weiss, #3 "Scotty" Tarantino, #2 Carl Noto, bow Stan Rybicki. 
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A BIT OF CLUB HISTORY 


In the interest of new members 
to the Dolphin Club we are 
reprinting the following 
address by Frank C. Staib, 
Financial Secretary, on the 
occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of the Club in 
1927. 

"The Dolphin Club owes its 
existence to the enthusiasm of 
four young men of aquatic 
inclinations. It was in August 
1877 that these young men, 
inspired by a fondness for the 
water, organized the Dolphin 
Swimming and Boating Club. 

"The aims and objects of the 
Club were to improve its 
members in the arts of swimming 
and boating, and to cultivate 
social intercourse among them. 

"The popularity of the sports 
fostered by the Club brought 
within its fold John Wieland, 
Herman W. Wieland, Adolph G. 
Wielaand, Edward C. Kalben, 

Fred M. Deucher, Emil Kehrlein, 
Val Kehrlein, Joe Kehrlein, P. 
Kehrlein, Edward Bornemann, J. 
Higgins, G. Baratz, Thomas T. 
Fraser, Ernest F. Lutgens, 
Adolph Prinz, and Albert C. 
Rothkopf. 

"These gentlemen were among its 
charter members and membership 


was limited to twenty-five. A 
house of small dimensions and 
devoid of architectural beauty, 
situated on a sand hill, was 
the humble home of its pioneer 
members. 

"In the year 1880 the growing 
membership of the Club and the 
progressive spirit of those at 
its head, caused the purchase 
of a four-oared bärge and the 
construction of a new boat 
house at the water* s edge on 
Montgomery Avenue and Beach 
Street. 

"The racing career of the 
Dolphins began auspiciously: 
They having won their maiden 
race, the honors of which were 
augmented by the winning of a 
handsome silver cup — the gift 
of Robert Tobin. 

"In 1881, the Club enlarged the 
sphere of its aims and objects 
by giving an excursion, which 
was attended with such social 
success as to warrant 
repetition each year. 

"From 188JD to 1886 the Club 
increased its membership until 
it was found necessary, owing 
to its limited accomodations, 
to limit the membership to 
fifty. 


"In 1887, the Club added to its 
fleet of boats the largest and 
handsomest pleasure bärge on 
the Pacific Coast, which was 
named "John Wieland" in honor 
of a friend and charter member 
of the Club. This bärge is 
still in Commission and in good 
order after forty years use. 

"In 1888, the Club incorporated 
under the laws of the State of 
California. 

"In 1890, the increased 
inactivity of the older members 
due to twelve years of devotion 
to the king of sports, 
suggested the infusion of new 
life into the Club. 

"With the introduction of new 
members came renewed activity 
as a result of which what 
promised to be the finest boat 
house on the Coast, when 
completed, was erected in thee 
winter of 1895, at the foot of 
Van Ness Avenue, at a cost of 
$1800. This is the present 
house now moved in August 1927 
to the foot of Polk Street and 
situated temporarily in the 
proposed site of The Aquatic 
Park. 

"Today, besides swimming and 
boating as originally planned, 
the Club now has a Solarium on 
the roof for sun bathers, hot 
and cold showers, exercising 
machines, etc. And in the 
annex, two handball courts with 
spectators gallery, said to be 
the best on the Coast; and a 
fleet of more four-oared barges 
and Shells, single skiffs, 
canoes and pleasure boats than 
all other clubs on the Bay 
combined. 

"The Annual Run and Dip in the 
Ocean Beach on New Year*s and 
the Annual Swim across the 
Golden Gate were first staged 
by this club. 

"Membership is now 260. Life 
members (25 years or over), 12. 

"The finances were never better 
than they are today, and 
everything under its roof is 
owned and paid for." 
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DOLPHIN CLUB FOUNDER JOHN WIELAND REMEMBERED 


by Walt Snavely 

One of the Dolphin Club's most 
hlstorlc boats, the * Wieland, 
underwent some signlflcant repairs 
earller thls year — planks were re- 
planked, patches were patched, the 
hüll was painted — just In time for 
the offlclal openlng of the yachtlng 
season and President Stan Hlynsky's 
blrthday. Celebratlng the event wlth 
a row to Larkspur and a blrthday 
party hosted by Walter Haake were 
Stan along with Charlie Korelec, 
Herman Zahler, Phil Sanclmlno, Dave 
Hinton, Sam Lawson, John Dahlberg and 
AI De La Pena. 

The boat Is named for John Wieland, 
at whose home in 1877 the Dolphin 
Swlmming and Boating Club was formed. 

He was born on October 6, 1829 In 

Württemberg, Germany and attended 
school untl I the age of 13 when he 
went to work In the local vIneyards. 

Determlned to emigrate to America, 
he sailed from Haure, France and 
landed In New York May 1 , 1849. He 
apprentlced hlmself to a baker and 
soon became an American Citizen. 

In 1850 Wieland resolved to seek 
hls fortune In California so on 
November 16 of that year he sailed on 
the shlp "Botner” around Cape Horn, 
reachlng San Francisco in early 1851 
after a voyage of 165 days. He 
secured employment In the baking 
trade but left to try his I uck gold 
mlnlng after the disastrous City 
fires of May and June, 1851. 

Wieland located on the south fork 
of the Yuba River on Cannon Creek 
where he met with some success. He 
purchased on a Claim at Twist Creek 
which he mlned untiI the end of 1851, 
with great profit to hlmself and> 
returned to San Francisco. He was 


Opp. Page: Wiel and's brewery was the 
largest on the West Coast, evidenced 
In thls glorious poster (over 100 
years old) from the archives of Walt 
Snavely. 


employed at the Union Bakery becoming 
one of the proprletors of the firm. 
Wieland married durlng this time, 
eventual ly fatherlngll children. 


In August 18*5 Wieland purchased an 



The launching of the Wieland. 


Interest In the brewlng firm of 
August Hoelscher & Co. and purchased 
property at 2nd and Folsom streets 
where he constructed the Philadelphia 
Brewery and In 1867 he became the 
sole proprletor of the busIness. 


Stand back, he*s ready to launch! 


Wieland proved to be a good 
buslnessman and brewer, becoming one 
of the City's leading citlzens. The 
brewery became the largest on the 
West Coast. It was during thls later 
perlod that he and three others 
formed the Dolphin Club (then called 
the Adelphia Club) at hls home 
located on the brewery property. 


On the night of January 2, 1885, 

the exp los Ion of a coal oi I lamp 
seriously burned John Wieland and 
other members of his family in the Ir 
home and on January 3 he died at age 
55, soon fol lowed by his daughter 
Bertha, age 19. 

The funeral was one of the largest 
ever seen In the City, with people 
I In Ing the streets, in the rain, from 
the 2nd Street residence, up Market 
Street, and out to the Masonlc 
Ccmetery on Masonlc Avenue 
Pallbearers included several 

Dolphlns, mostly charter members and 
prominent City figures Including 
sugar tltan Claus Spreckels. 

A Street was named for John Wieland 
In the South McLaren Park area but 
was never developed, though on City 
maps for many decades. The Public 
Park System final ly took it over for 
recreation land. 
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Compiled by Walt Schneebeli 

T he first Dolphin Club Life Membership was granted to Albert Rothkopf, a Dolphin 
Charter Member (1877), at the Club’s Board meeting of April 8, 1908. 

In 1927 Financial Secretary Frank Staib reported that there were twelve Life Members. 
The last, and only, complete list of Life Members was published in the Dolphin Log dated 
August 1954. At that time the list totalled 66. 

Carl Ludemann currently holds the longest membership, having joined in January 1920. He 
is followed by Dick Harms, a member since July of that year and Chester Dechent who was ac- 
cepted as a Dolphin in November 1920. Their combined years of membership total over 200! 

The following is a listing of Life Members who have twenty-five or more years of member¬ 
ship in the Club. 


Alexander, 'Tex".1931 

Alexander, Wayne..1947 

Anderson, Virgil.1930 

Baggiani,Don.1935 

Belluomini, Ray.1954 

Bianucd,Pete..1962 

Blackburn, Frank..1959 

Bruno, Joe..1933 

Camous, Andy.1932 

Campana, Pete..1938 

Cannizzaro, Dominic.1957 

Cannizzaro, Sal.1955 

Cannizzaro, Vince.1955 

Capriotti, Rudy.1952 

Cervarich, Robert.1958 

Cook, Lew.. 1962 

Corda, Carlo.1962 

Cuneo,Aldo.1954 

Curtis, Edward.1954 

Dechent Chester..1920 

DeCossio, Edward Jr..1957 

DeGear, George.1948 

Demarais, Roland.1946 

DeMay,Rudy.. 1959 

Demo, Robert.1954 

Desmond, Mike Jr.1936 

Drum,Frank. 1958 

Duignan,John.1951 

Dupuis, "Duke".1935 

Fields, Harry..1949 

Fossatt, Richard.1961 

Gaal,Kenneth.1956 

Gaal, Phil.1954 


Gaal, Roger..1953 

Gaal, Stephen..1956 

Gallic, Louis_1956 

Garassino, Dominic.1940 

Gelardi, Antone.1936 

Gelardi Gus..1936 

Gelardi Joe_-1930 

Gelardi Pat.1945 

Gould,Tom. 1956 

HaU, Howard.1959 

Harms, Dick--1920 

Hathaway, Pierre..1962 

Henris, Fred.1938 

Hinton, Dave.1957 

Hoff,Robert.1960 

Hooper, Roy_1951 

Hubacher, Eimer..1946 

Jackson, Herb.1960 

Joseph, Ben..1961 

Katurich,Bob..1961 

Kelly, Pat__ 1961 

Korelec, Charles.1954 

Kramer, Hans.1960 

Landucci, Dino Jr.1948 

Landucci, E)ino Sr..1935 

LaRocca, Anthony.1939 

LaRocca, Leo.1938 

LaRocca, V ince. 1949 

liva,Al.1940 

Lucchesi Gino.1932 

Ludemann, Carl.1920 


Mennucd, Frank.1941 

Merino, Jim..1949 

Murphy, Dan.1958 

Murray, Gerald.1925 

Nielsen, Robert.1947 

O'Brien, BilL.1954 

Orlando, Joe..1951 

Osbcme,Dan..1961 

Passanisi, Rico "Moon".1954 

Passantino, Ignatius.1950 

Pfirter,BilL. 1958 

QuistCliff.. 1935 

Ray, Raymond.1952 

Rourke,PhiL.1962 

Sandmino,Sal.1940 

Sargisjohn.1944 

ScafaniMike. 1938 

Schinkei Ray.1928 

Schneebeli Walt.1948 

Schroeder, Dick.1935 

Scrivant, Lino.1959 

Silvester, PauL.1930 

Spiegelman,Les.1938 

Stewart, Zach.1961 

Sturiale, Pete.1940 

Van Alstyne, Byron Jr..1960 

Vanyajim..1957 

Warto,Don.1961 

White, Tom.. 1956 



Luyken, Ed.1960 

Melee,PauL-1954 
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Lee Hammack exhibrts water saving technique o f show* Paul Ainslie was the 1 st Do^hin to finish the run at the 

ering and drinking simultaneousty. Dolphin/South End triathlon. 


see you didn't forget your overcoat this 
time. Well, we're shoving off on time. 
We should be at Fort Point in about 20 
minutes. Sure you oiled up your Stop 
Watch? Look over there Frank, one of 
the pilot boats broke loose from the 
tow launch. Yep! Never seen it to fail. 
Gee! there's a big crowd on the specta- 
tors' boat. Let's take a look at your pro¬ 
gram, Frank. Thanks. Well ]immie's 
starting the races again today. 
Wouldn't it be a surprise if his gun 
works this time? Well, here we are at 
Fort Point. Better get your watch ready 
Frank. The boys are about ready to 
jump. Makes one shiver just to look at 
them. It won't be long now, the pilots 
have started yelling for their swim- 
mers. BANG! There's the gun! They're 
off! Frank! Did you snap your watch? 
Hi! Frank! ~ Frank, where are you? 
Where did you go? Why I must be 
dreaming. You are no longer here with 
us, Frank, but you are watching us to¬ 
day from UP THERE in the Great Be- 
yond. Just watching? That does not 
seem right. Does it Frank? We must 
find a job for you to keep you happy. 
Where you are now Frank, there is no 
need for your Stop Watch as Time is 
Eternal. That's it Frank, we apoint you 
"OUR ETERNAL TIMER " foreoer. 

Lawton Hughes, 1938 


Placing well in the race was Dolphin woman Era Osibe. 


History Compiled by 
Walt Schneebeli 

Tn* rank Staib joined the Dolphin 
pl| Club on February 8 , 1888. An 
1889 article in The Sausalito 
News describes a "Wieland" row from 
the City to Sausalito with F. Staib as 
Coxwain. 

All his life he was a bookkeeper, work¬ 
ing for such businesses as L. Bancroft, 
Publishers; Will & Finck, Electrical 
contractors and Charles Brown & Sons 
Inc., Kitchen Supplies and Hardware. 

Soon after joining the Club he became 
Financial Secretary, a position which 
he held for the rest of his life (about 50 
years). 

A 1913 San Francisco Call article teils 
of his having held his Club office for 24 
years, and being unanimously voted 
life membership beginning the follow- 
ing year. 

The Staib family lived at 932 Folsom 
Street for many years prior to the turn 
of the Century. After the earthquake 
and fire of 1906 they moved to 409 
Clayton Street. Soon he and his wife 
Georgina moved to 633 Frederick 
Street next to Polytechnic High School, 
until her death in 1932. At this time 
Frank Staib moved back to 409 Clayton 


Street. He died on July 8,1938. 

Frank was extremely active in Club af- 
fairs including timing and judging row- 


ing events and swims. 

His picture is prominent in photo- 
graphs over the years which now hang 
in the Dolphin front room, named af¬ 
ter him - The Staib room. 

Another Dolphin legend, Lawton C. 
Hughes who died in 1982 wrote the fol- 
lowing memorium to Frank Staib in 
1938: 

Our Eternal Timer 

Hi! Frank! Climb aboard! This is the 
Officials' Boat. Here sir, down by me. I 
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History Compiled by 
Walt Schneebeli 

oseph B. Keenan was born in San 
Francisco on August 19, 1869; the 
son of Bernard and Mary Fitzpa¬ 
trick Keenan, both Irish immigrants. 
He joined the Dolphin Club in May of 
1892. 


dealers in marble. 

An article in the San Francisco 
Chronicle of April 11, 1948 reports that 
the Dolphin Club members were in an 
almost violent split regarding the 
Clubs galley (now the weight room). 
Their small treasury had been deci- 
mated by over-spending for materials 
to complete the job of building the gal¬ 


in our ranks. Will the Board consent?" 

The stunned and shamed Dolphins, 
after a brief silence, gratefully accept- 
ed Joe's offer. 

This room was named 'The Keenan 
Room" after our generous benefactor. 
A plaque on the east wall of our weight 
room may be seen today. 

Some of us older members recall 





Joseph B. Keenan entered the Dolphin Club in 1892 and who, through his generosity, 
was responsible for our Keenan Room (now the weight room). 


Shown here is a younger Joesph Keenan. This photo was taken in the early 1900's, 
about fifty years earlier than the photo on the left. 


He worked for Cahill & Hall, machin- 
ists and engineers, on Mission Street, 
where by 1895 he had become the sec- 
retary of that Organization. 

After being burned out of his down- 
town residence on Taylor Street in the 
earthquake and fire of 1906, he moved 
to 2646 Union Street where he lived for 
most of the rest of his life. 

By 1910 he had become vice Presi¬ 
dent (he later became president) of 
the Joseph Musto Sons—Keenan Com¬ 
pany at North Point and Taylor Streets, 


ley (the work was done by Club mem¬ 
bers). 

Joe Keenan arose during the din and 
quietly asked how much money the 
members were quarreling about. 
When told that $700 had been over- 
spent he said "Gentlemen, with your 
permission, and in order that we may 
preserve our complete unity in this 
club, it will be my pleasure to donate 
this sum and I will give you the check 
right now, if you permit. Money should 
not be permitted to cause dissension 


Joe's appearance at the Old Timers 
Dinners during the 1940's and 1950's, 
where Joe was brought into the Club in 
a wheelchair by his Chauffeur. He 
would teil of the early days, when he 
and his brother Tom; also a life mem- 
ber and boat builder who joined the 
Dolphin Club one month after Joe and 
died in January of 1933; would hike 
over the hills to the Club from their 
home at 1210 Clay Street. 

Joe Keenan, a 66 year Dolphin Club 
member, died on August 30,1958. 
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by Walt Schneebeli 

rank Staib was the first 
member to have completed 
50 years of membership in 
the Dolphin Swimming and Boat- 
ing Club. He joined in 1888 and 
died in 1938. 

James Cronin was the second, join- 
ing in 1891. He died in 1956. 

The third 50 year member was Jo¬ 
seph Keenan who joined in 1892. 
He lived until 1958. 

For those of us who view a Dol¬ 
phin Club life membership (25 
years) as a very long time, the at- 
tainment of Golden Dolphin (50 
years membership) must seem like 
an eternity. 

Surprisingly, the Club has 23 of 
these "Old-Timers", who should 
be treasured for being a part of our 
many years of aquatic history. 

These Dolphins and their year of 
joining, are: 


C.F. ? Tex" Alexander 

1931 

Virgil Anderson 

1930 

Don Baggiani 

1935 

Joe Bruno 

1933 

Andy Camous 

1932 

Pete Campana 

1938 

Chester Dechent 

1920 

Mike Desmond Jr. 

1936 

Clement ir Duke" Dupuis 

1935 

Gus Gelardi 

1936 

Dick Harms 

1920 

Fred Herms 

1938 

Dino Landucci Sr. 

1935 

Leo La Rocca 

1938 

Gino Lucchesi 

1932 


Carl Ludemann 

1920 

Gerald Murray 

1925 

Cliff Quist 

1935 

Mike Scafiani 

1938 

Ray Schinkel 

1928 

Dick Schroeder 

1935 

Paul Silvester 

1930 

Les Spiegelman 

1938 


Om® Htmdksdl 
Yeairs Agrns 


From "The Sausalito News" 

Friday, February 8,1989: 

A HANDSOME BARGE 

Last Sunday the magnificent six- 
oared bärge "JOHN WIELAND" of 
the Dolphin Rowing Club of San 
Francisco, manned by the regulär 
crew, made the trip across the Bay 
and landed at Chas. Forrest float. 

The bärge is a very handsome 
vessel and is the largest rowboat 
on the Pacific Coast, measuring 40 
feet in length, 52 inch beam, and 23 
in depth, and cost when completed 
$800. 

The crew are a fine, healthy, 
vigorous lot of young men and made 
the bärge cut through the water 
like a knife. 

They comprise the following: 

Coxwain, F. Staib; Stroke, Thom¬ 
as Tennison; After Waste, DeWitt 
Davis and B. Jamison; Forward 
Waste, F. Conway and F. Deucher; 
Bow, A.P. Rothkopf. 




John Davies (I), Caro! Block and Mike Rolleri Denise Lile makes use of the Club's Lake 
discuss swim technique. Merced facility. 
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Life Memberships (25 years) 

Year 

Joined 

• Pat Clancy Sept. 1963 

• Bill Greer June 1963 

• Bill Waiden Nov. 1963 

Golden Dolphins (50 years) 

• Pete Campana Nov.1938 

• Fred Heims Feb. 1938 

• Leo LaRocca Oct. 1938 

• Mike Scafani May 1938 

• Les Spiegelman Apr. 1938 

Died 

•Paul Adrian, joined July 1960, 
Died 1/7/1988 

•Joaquin Claveria, joined Jan. 
1954, Died 1/10/1988 
•Joe M. Gelardi, joined Apr. 1930, 
Died 9/21/1988 

•Emilio fT Horse" Massucco, Joined 
Feb. 1948, Died 1/17/1988 



Dolphin member Bill O'Brien is frequently seen 
at Club events. 



Carol Block and Nick Zoller share a moment at 
the "Over 60" swim, 1988. 











W 
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History by Walt Schneebeli 

s thc Dolphin Club ap- 
proachcs its ycarly Golden 
Gate Swim event, it will 
serve the membership well to re- 
member the great races of the past, 
including the very first Dolphin 
Club Golden Gate Swim which 
took place on September 9, 1917. 
The following words appeared in 
the San Francisco Chronicle dated 
September 10,1917: 


GATE SWIM IS 
WON BY KOCH 
OF DOLPHINS 

Twenty-three Starters 
Out of Twenty-four 
Have Ideal Day For Contest 

Such a day was experienced yes- 
terday in the Dolphin Swimming 
and Boating Club's Golden Gate 
Swim as did Walter Pomeroy have 
when he established the now 


Standing record of twenty minutes 
and forty-four seconds for the 
strait swim. Twenty-three club 
splashers out of twenty-four en- 
trants succeeded in negotiating the 
buck against tides and cold water, 
touching Lime Point in evidently 
good condition. 

Doc Koch, the crack distance 
swimmer of the Dolphins, was pi- 
loted to first place by Alex Pape, 
the Veteran Champion oarsman and 
merman. The tide was near toward 
the turning point when Earl Burke 
fired the starting shot and Alex 
Pape showed that he was well 
aquainted with such conditions 
when he headed his winner in the 
direction of Angel Island until 
within 400 yards of the finish, 
when they swung into the then out- 
going current, making a perfect 
landing. 

The time for Koch to cover the dis¬ 
tance was clocked at twenty-six 
minutes and fifty-one seconds. If 
Norman Ross, American Champion 
distance swimmer of the Olympic 
Club when he narrowly missed 
touching Pomeroy's mark in the re- 
cent Olympic Club Golden Gate 


Swim had bcen favored with such 
ideal tidal and weather condi¬ 
tions, there is no doubt he could 
have placed a new mark for the 
three-quarters-mile grind. 

There is one strong brine indulger in 
James J. Cronin, who is 52 years 
old. He is deserving of honorable 
mention, for he took eighteenth 
place. 

The results: 


1. Doc Koch 26:51 

2. J. Zander 26:54 

3. Clarence Kiernan 26:58 

4. William White 27:01 

5. Chris Sarantis 27:04 

6. Paul Giovannoni 27:08 

7. William Hortenstine 27:18 

8. William Ringen 27:19 

9. Dr. J. G. Harrington 27:24 

10. A.G. Scantena 27:58 

11. Ben Bassine 28:02 

12. Edgar Oden 28:07 

13. Sydney Johnson 28:15 

14. Harold McLean 28:28 

15. Walter Smith 28:45 

16. Henry Kanter 29:01 

17. Herbert Maunder 29:12 

18. James J. Cronin 29:22 

19. Mike Desmond 29:24 

20. Steve Narinian 29:38 

21. Charles Hinze 30:10 

22. Jack Shannon 31:00 

23. Emil Cuenin 32:08 








History by Walt Schneebeli 

A lthough for many years the 
first Golden Gate Swim was 
reported as appears in the 
article below; Alex Pape, old time Bay 
swimmer, oarsman and swim pilot 
stated in a newspaper article in the 
1920's that Jack Couglin was actually 
the first to conquer this rough Stretch 
of water two years earlier in 1894. At 
any rate, the Dolphin Club was repre- 
sented at the following important 
event, as described by the San Francis¬ 
co Chronicle, September 21, 1896: 

SWIM ACROSS 
THE GOLDEN GATE 


CAVILL MAKES A RECORD 


Good Time Against Contrary Tides 

Australia’s Champion Swimmer 
Puts Up a Wonderful Performance 


The most important feat in swim- 
ming in the history of the Coast was ac- 
complished yesterday by Charles Ca- 
vill, the Champion swimmer of 
Australia. Cavill managed to breast 
tides and currents between Fort Point 
and the Marin County shore and 
swam across the Golden Gate. It was 
3:30 o'clock when Cavill left Devil's 
Point, and just one hour and fifteen 
minutes later he touched the rocks 
about 200 yards seaward from Fort 
Winfield Scott, having covered a dis- 
tance as the crow flies of over one and 
one-half miles. 

The Australian's performance drew a 
big crowd. The shore about Fort Point 
was lined with people, and the waters 
in the Gate were crowded with small 
craft of every description. The ferry- 
boat Sausalito had a place in the 
stream with almost a thousand people 
aboard. 

From a swimmer's standpoint the 
day was an ideal one. The water was as 
smooth as could be desired, its surface 
only rippled by the Curling edges of 
the long swells that came from the 
ocean. There was a slight wind blowing, 
but it was not strong enough to kick up 
any disturbance. 


encountered the counter-currents on 
the Presidio shore. The eddy opposite 
Point Lobos caught him in its grip and 
whirled him back again toward the 
Bay. From this time on Cavill’s work 
was comparatively easy. He swam lei- 
surely and easily toward the fort, fol- 
lowed by half a hundred boats and 
tugs. A half a mile from the landing 
point he picked up an old feit hat that 
was floating in the water and put it on 
his head, much to the amusement of 
the spectators. 

As he neared the shore Cavill in- 
creased his speed. The Dolphin crew 
and a boat from the Life Saving Ser¬ 


Cavill left the Sausalito when the 
boat arrived midstream off Lime Point. 

He had as companions Adolph Kahn, 
the high diver of the California Swim- 
ming Club, and Professor Killick of the 
Sutro Baths life-saving crew. The tide 
was at a standstill, and the three men 
chose as a starting point for the swim¬ 
mer a bunch of rocks about 100 yards 
north of Devil's Point and a mile north 
of Lime Point. A selected crew from 
the Dolphin Boating Club acted as es- 
cort in a Whitehall boat. 

Cavill wore the regulation tights. He 
dipped into the water easily and natu- 
rally and started for the San Francisco 
shore with energy. 

Killick and Kahn 
and the Dolphin 
crew accompany- 
ing him into the 
boats. The swim¬ 
mer led off with a 
long easy right- 
side stroke and for 
the first few hun¬ 
dred yards of the 
course the way was 
easy and his pace 
was rapid. About a 
quarter of a mile 
from shore the 
Australian en¬ 
countered what he 
says was the swift- 
est current he ever 
met. 

The tide had 
turned since he 
left the ferry, and 
was now pouring 
through the Chan¬ 
nel with the speed 
of a mill-race. The 
ripples roared like 
a miniature sea, 
and threatened to 

engulf the boats. Charles Cavill, the Australian Champion, swims across the Golden Gate 
Cavill struck into it and is received by his friends on landing with hearty congratulations. 
bravely, and at- 



tempted to stay its progress by turning 
his face toward Sausalito and swim- 
ming north. The rowers in the boat at- 
tempted similar tactics, but the rush of 
waters toward the ocean carried every- 
thing with it. Seeing that it was useless 
to attempt to withstand the force of the 
tide, Cavill drifted with it. He was car¬ 
ried out almost to the Heads before he 


vice cleared the way. There was a long, 
slow swell smashing against the rocks, 
and on the top of one of these break- 
ers Cavill landed easily. There was a 
great crowd awaiting his arrival, and as 
the swimmer walked up the beach he 
was given an ovation by everything 
- continued on page 7 
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Historical 

- from page 5 

and everybody, from the small boy on 
the fort parapets to the big whistle of 
the steamer Sausalito. Cavill returned 
to the water almost immediately and 
swam to the Dolphin Club's boat, from 
which he was transferred to the Sausa¬ 
lito. 

Cavill's performance adds a new 
notch to the swimming record of the 



Meg Reilly is thoroughly enjoying herseif after 
her jaunt across the Golden Gate. 



Jon Nakamura is one of the newer and faster 
Dolphins to join the swim scene. 


Origins of Golden Gate Swim 


Coast. The time spent in covering the 
distance is remarkably short, consider- 
ing contrary tides and currents, and 
the fact that he was carried almost a 
mile out of his course. Throughout he 
swam on his right side, using a side 
stroke. 

At the finish he was almost as fresh 
as when he started. The water was cold, 
and when he touched shore after his 



Terry Kleid is all smiles and then some after 
completing the Golden Gate swim. 



long swim his right arm and leg were 
benumbed to the point of uselessness. 

The swimmer's physical dimensions 
are: Height, 5 feet 10 inches; weight, 
180 pounds; ehest measurement, 43 
inches, with the phenomenal expan- 
sion of 9 3/4 inches. He is the son of 
Professor Fred Cavill of England, who 
swam across the English channel in 
eleven hours, making a world's record. 



Helpers/Pilots like John Selmer are what make 
the Dolphin Club swims possible. 



Long time Dolphin Mary Cantini Norkin is a vet- Lee Hammack is exposing his new Dolphin, 
eran of many Club swims. Nora to the thrill of a Club swim. 
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History by Walt Schneebeli 

he Dolphin Club, fortunately, 
was spared damage from the 
October 17, 1989 earthquake. 
The Club was also spared during the 
earthquake and fire of April 
1906. Before that quake, an 
uneventful Board Meeting 
was held on Wednesday, 

April 11,1906. The following 
Wednesday, one week lat¬ 
er, when the "big one" hit, 

San Francisco shook and 
burned. 

In the quake's aftermath, 
refugees were allowed to 
live temporarily in the Dol¬ 
phin Club, which was situat- 
ed then at the foot of Van 
Ness Avenue. 

In a letter written to the 
Club, one of the refugees, 

J.N. Sresovich thanked the 
membership for having 
sheltered him and his 
family in the boathouse 
and stated that he had named his son, 
who was born after the fire, in honor of 
the Club — John Dolphin. 

A motion was made and carried at 
the Board Meeting of August 8, 1906 
which made John Dolphin Sresovich 
the Dolphin Club's honorary mascot. 

Shortly after the calamity, the Dol¬ 
phin Club meetings were held at the 
Enterprise Brewery office on Folsom 
Street thanks to William Remensper- 
ger, whose family owned the business. 

Another motion was passed sus- 


pending payment of dues for all mem- 
bers for three months, to date from 
May 1,1906. 

Another motion passed allowed 
members who suffered loss, and were 
in need, to be able to draw on the 


Club’s treasury to the amount of twen- 
ty dollars. All Claims were to be pre- 
sented to a committee which had the 
power to act. 

f - n 

For another Dolphin's look at the 
earthquake, please turn to page 
9 for John Sullivan’s poem - 
"Working onaFaultiine”. 

_ / 


The Dolphin Club returned to nor¬ 
mal quickly and although the Dol- 
phins' new resdences were scattered all 
over San Franciso, the East Bay, and 
Marin County, very little change in 
Club membership was noted. 


Member 

Joined 

Died 

Dominic Garassino 

Dec. 1940 

7/12/-89 

Mary Ann Kaufman 

Oct. 1976 

2/1/'89 

Hans Kramer 

Nov. 1960 

11/9/'89 

Salvatore Lucia 

Jun. 1936 

2/26/'89 

Salvatore Sancimino 

Feb. 1940 

8/14/'8 9 

Herman Zahler 

Sep. 1972 

9/23/'89 




Left: James J. Cronin, President, Dolphin Swimming & Boating Club, 1906. 
Right: William L. Bush, Vice President, Dolphin Swimming & Boating Club, 1906. 


1989 

Club 

Milestones 


Life Membership •• 

(25 Years): 

• Allie Bogart, 
joined February, 1964. 

• Jerry Cullen, 
joined May 1964. 

• Renato Piombi, 

joined November 1964. 

•• Golden Dolphin 
Membership •• (50 Years): 
Anthony "Nino" La Rocca, 
joined September 1939. 


Deaths •• 






Rieh Cooper proudly displays the 
trophy Irom the Cove Handicap. 


Liam Hennessey (left) and Stan 
Hlynsky at the Santa Cruz swim. 


Jon Nakamura and other revel- 
ers at Santa Cruz. 


Backstroker extraordinaire Bob 
Danielson strides ashore. 
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Left Page - Dec. 3,1960 

Back Row Left to Right: 

1. Andy Dünne - Joined Dec. 1930 - Fireman - 
Chef at many Club affairs - Died May 15, 
1981. 

2. Charles "Bud" Sterling - Joined Feb. 
1915 - Worked for California Packing Co. - 
Oarsman, Officer and very active in Club 
activities - Died Feb. 19,1967. 

3. Pete Lucchesi - Joined Apr. 1931 - 
Worked for Bank of America - Died Jan. 6, 
1984. 

4. AI Oliva - Joined June 1915 - Insurance 
Broker - Died Nov. 8, 1973. 

5. Dick Harms - Joined July 1920 - In Real 
Estate - Was at the 1990 Old Timers' Dinner. 

6. Carl Ludemann - Joined Jan. 1920 - Sales 
Representative - The only Dolphin in the 
Club's history to attain 70 years member- 
ship. No one at the 1989 Old Timers' Dinner 
will forget his Spirit. 

7. Dino Landuccl Sr. - Joined Feb. 1935 - 


Worked in Produce Market - Club Officer, 
Oarsman, and Handball Player (still covers 
the court in his mid-eighties). 

8. Eugene "Duke" Chelinl - Joined May 
1934 - Truck Driver - Oarsman * Died Mar. 
12,1973. 

9. Wally Smith - Joined May 1917 • Eledrician 
- Oarsman and swimmer. Was in first Golden 
Gate Swim (1917). Served later in the Occu- 
pation forces in Germany after W.W.1 and 
returned to swim in many later Golden Gate 
Swims. A very active Club member - Died 
Dec. 6,1978. 

Middle Row Left to Right: 

1. Marcus Hein - Joined Jan. 1919 - Electri- 
cian - Died June 22,1979. 

2. Paul Silvester - Joined Aug. 1930 - Clean- 
ing Establishment - Perennial Golden Gate 
Swimmer and Golfer. 

3. Hector Stephen - Joined Nov. 1933 - Fur- 
niture sales - Club officer and Golden Gate 
Swimmer. Died Mar. 31,1983. 

4. Tom Troneum - Joined Aug. 1925 - Steel 


Worker - Club Officer, Championship Oars¬ 
man, and Gate Swimmer. Died May 18, 
1985. 

5. Ted Monell - Joined July 1920 - Attorney- 
Swimmer (made about 40 Gate crossings) 
and handball player. Died in the arms of his 
swimming pals after an early morning swim 
Dec. 31,1966. 

6. Eimer Günther - Joined Oct. 1919 - Insu¬ 
rance Broker - Died June 3, 1987. 

7. Russ Channing - Joined Apr. 1929 - Insu¬ 
rance business - Died Dec. 9,1966. 

8. Constantine "Tex" Alexander - Joined 
Sept. 1931 - Printer - Golden Gate Swimmer. 
Was present at 1990 Old Timers' Dinner. 

9. Cliff Quist - Joined Oct. 1935 - Painter - 
Gate Swimmer before and after W.W. II. 
Overcame severe war injuries by swimming. 
Unfortunately Cliff has been in poor health 
recently. 

10. Bill Mahood Sr. - Joined Oct. 1931 - Oak- 
land Policeman - Gate Swimmer known for 
covering his body with axel grease prior to 
swims - Died Dec. 26,1966. 
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Front Row Left to Right: 

1. John Demartini - Joined Sept. 1928 - Bak¬ 
er - Believed to have died in the 1960's. 

2. Lawton Hughes - Joined Mar. 1919 - PG & 
E Executive - Champion Oarsman, Swimmer 
and Club Officer. One of the Dolphin 
"Greats". A very active member - Died Aug. 
7,1982. 

3. Syd Foster - Joined Mar. 1913 - Harbor- 
master - Swimmer, won the 1921, 1922 and 
1924 Dolphin Golden Gate Swims. When he 
died June 18,1973, his ashes were strewn in 
the waters of the Golden Gate where he 
had always feit at home. 

4. Dr. A.W. Ward - Joined Mar. 1904 - Den¬ 
tist and active Conservationist - Died Nov. 
7,1973 with 69 years Dolphin Club member- 
ship. 

5. Jerome White - Joined May 1909 - Attor¬ 
ney- Died Aug. 3,1972. 

6. Frank Bordenave - Joined Aug. 1910 - 
Salesman - Died Dec. 28,1961,. 

7. Roger "Joe" Giovannoni - Joined Dec. 
1924 - Produce Merchant - Club Chef - Died 


July 30,1963. 

8. Tim O'Shea - Joined Dec. 1930 - Fire Cap- 
tain - Handball Champ, Club Officer - Died 
May 17,1967. 

9. Virgil "Louie" DeMartini - Joined Dec. 
1919 - Fireman - Oarsman, Handball player 
and Club Chef - Died Nov. 23,1961. 

10. Andy Demo - Joined Feb. 1927 - Fireman - 
Gate swimmer and Handball player - Died 
Feb. 14,1984. 

Right Page- Jan. 20,1990 

Back Row Left to Right: 

1. Walt Schneebeli (1948) 

2. Rico "Moon" Passanisi (1954) 

3. Dino Landucci Jr. (1948) 

4. Rudy Capriotti (1952) 

5. Bob Cervarich (1958) 

6. Bob Hoff (1960) 

7. Sal Cannizzaro (1955) 

8. Charles Korelec (1954) 

9. Tom Gould (1956) 


10. Pete Bianucci (1962) 

Middle Row Left to Right: 

11. "Tex" Alexander (1931) 

12. Richard Fossatt (1961) 

13. Frank Drum (1958) 

14. Walt Stack (1965) 

15. Dino Landucci Sr. (1935) 

16. Frank Mennucci (1941) 

17. Mike Scafani (1938) 

18. Charles Wildberger (1965) 

19. Andy Camous (1932) 

20. Dan Murphy (1958) 

Front Row Left to Right: 

21. Pete Campana (1938) 

22. Pat Clancy (1963) 

23. Roland Demarais (1946) 

24. John Duignan (1951) 

25. George DeGear (1948) 

26. Dick Harms (1920) 

27. Don Baggiani (1935) 

28. "Duke" Dupuis (1935) 

29. Joe Bruno (1933) 
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- 50 Years Ago - History compiled by Walt Schneebeli 






Sept. 15,1940 



Back Rozv Standing L to R: 

Place 

Time 

1. John Marvin 

12th 

51:45 

2. "Tex" Alexander 

8th 

45:00 

3. Joe Paoli 

dnf 


4. Eric Borgeson 

2nd 

35:25 

5. John McManus 

3rd 

38:55 

6. Mike Desmond, Jr. 

lOth 

48:40 

7. Hector Stephen 

9th 

47:40 

8. Paul Silvester 

14th 

60:00 

9. Bill Mahood 

19th 

78:00 

10. Jack Reynolds 

Ist 

29:55 

Finishers not shown: 



• Jack Swett 

4th 

38:56 

• Fred Bollow 

16th 

64:35 


Front Row L to R: 

Place 

Time 

11. Fred Her ms 

13th 

57:10 

12. Joe Bruno 

6th 

42:10 

13. Cliff Quist 

7th 

44:20 

14. Frank Inferrera 

dnf 


15. Gus Gelardi 

5th 

41:25 

16. Sal Sancimino 

17th 

67:00 

17. Don Baggiani 

1 Ith 

48:41 

18. Jasper Frontera 

15th 

64:25 

19. William Perry Jr. 

18th 

67:30 

20. Manuel Castagnola 

dnf 



21. Jim Cronin - Starter 

There zoere 23 Starters and 19 finishers 
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History Compiled by 
Walt Schneebelli 

The following is a portion of the "Oar 
and Shell " column of the S.F. Chroni- 
cle, Monday, March 3, 1890: 

A very interesting, and for a 
short while exciting race took 
place yesterday morning from 
the Dolphin boathouse, around Alca- 
traz Island, and back to the landing 
steps. 

The race was between the barges 
CALIFORNIA, and DOLPHIN, the 
former containing a number of light- 
weights and the DOLPHIN being 
filled by some of the heaviest men in 
the club. The crew of the CALIFOR¬ 
NIA was composed of Emil Engelberg, 
the Hoboken Champion sculler, as 


stroke, Leon Thomas, the Sausalito 
welter-weight, as after-waist, Henry 
Kuchmeister, forward-waist, J. 
O'Dwyer, bow, and Adam Schuppert, 
coxwain. 

The men of the DOLPHIN were Fred 
Conway, stroke, George Van Guelpen, 
after-waist, Al Rothkopf, forward-waist, 
Ed Kalben, bow, and Ed Chenoweth, 
coxwain. 

The CALIFORNIA boys were greet- 
ed with a yell of derision as they Start - 
ed, and the DOLPHIN crew took 
things very easily, allowing the others 
to get considerably ahead of them, 
thinking that they had an easy pull be- 
fore them. They were deceived, howev- 
er, for when Alcatraz Island was 
reached, the lightweights were consid¬ 
erably ahead, and when the island was 
rounded they were away in the lead. 


Then the big boys began to pull. Little 
by little they gained on the others, but 
it soon became evident that they had a 
heavy contract on their hands. The 
crew of the CALIFORNIA were en- 
couraged to greater exertions by the 
cheers of the club members at the 
house, and they bent to their work with 
redoubled energy, pulling a beautiful 
stroke. 

The heavy men tugged hard at their 
oars and the coxwain got rattled and 
away shot the CALIFORNIA. The 
heavyweights pulled mightily and pre- 
spired freely, but to no purpose, their 
opponents keeping their lead and 
passing the boat steps at least three 
lengths in advance. 

The ponderous oarsmen were 
chaffed unmercifully and had to do the 
honors for the rest of the day." 



Here are a variety of faces at the very end of the 1990 Golden Gate Swim slow day. As the swimmers received their sticks at the base of Lime Rock, 
their images were captured by Dolphin Barbara Keller's camera lens. The shots are presented here in a collage effect. 
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Left to right on the 1990 Over 60 Cove swim this year are Joe Bruno, Walt Schneebeli, Bob Hoff, Charlie Rockwood, Nick Zoller, Dan McGill, Glynnis 
Jones and Bill O'Brien. 



We’ve come a long way, baby, since this early Dolphin Club initiation. This 
photo and the others to the right and below are from the collection of life 
member Joe Bruno who submitted them for the membership's pleasure. 



At the Dolphin Club's Golden Gate Swim, September 18, 1949, Bill Ma- 
hood gets the axel grease treatment from Leonard J. Gelardi and Dan 
Bagiani (dressed in white). Looking into the camera with the white cap is 
Frank "Cecco" Menucci and behind him, Martin Vermeulen. The marine, 
Ray Carmassi won the swim. 



This old paddle wheel ferryboat, one of many that once traversed the 
Bay, sits docked at the Hyde Street Pier and in the foreground is the 
South End Pier. 



The Crystal Palace Plunge was once located on the corner of Lombard 
and Taylor. Dolphin-owned by Mr. Ceruti, the plunge was originally sea- 
water pumped and filtered and later torn down for an apartment building. 
Having been consfructed with salvaged lumber from the burned Reden's 
Brewery, the Crystal Plunge had a high dive and Charlie Save, the life- 
guard was its renowned coach. Dolphin Jack LaRocca was married there 
in 1931. 
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History Compiled by 
Walt Schneebeli 

ne hundred years ago, on 
April 11, 1891, James John 
Cronin joined the Dolphin 
Swimming and Boating Club. Until his 
death in 1956, 65 years later, he was the 

C ! ^ 

Dolphins Compete 

at 'Head of Estuary' 

A contingent of four oars- 
men from the Club's Lake 
Merced boathouse com- 
peted at the annual Head of the 
Estuary regatta in Oakland on Oc- 
tober 28,1990. This event consisted 
of a grueling 3.5 mile race between 
Oakland and Alameda island. Al- 
though often held in rough condi- 
tions, it remains one of the biggest 
and most anticipated races of the 
fall. 

Needless to say, the Dolphin 
rowers, well accustomed to the 
rough water found on Lake 
Merced, performed admirably. 
Leading the way with a victory in 
the Open Mens Aero was Michael 
Weissenberger. Michael’s victory 
over ten other competitors won 
him not only bragging rights, but 
also the prestigious Crhis Maas 
Trophy. Also posting an impressive 
performance was long time mem¬ 
ber Bill Fink. Bill finished second 
in the Men's Master Single to long 
time nemesis Dick Lyon by a mere 
six seconds. After nearly beating 
the previously untouchable Lyon, 
an elated Fink vowed victory come 
spring. Twenty year old member 
Earl Curtis placed a respectable 
sixth in the Open Recreational 
Training Single despite the consid- 
erable disadvantage of racing in 
one of the Club's Pocock single 
boats which may weigh up to twice 
as much as newer models. Also 
racing was John Amory who placed 
second in the Men's Open single 
in the promising, if undisciplined 
performance. 

V_ ) 


most active, the most publicized, and 
the most loved member the Dolphins 
had. A chronicle of his activities and 
Service to the Club would fill a large 
book. 

Fifty years later, on September 25, 
1941, Jimmy Cronin was honored for 
being the second Dolphin to attain a 
fifty year membership; Frank Staib, 
who died in 1938, was the only other 
Golden Dolphin at that time. 

A party was held to mark the occa- 
sion at Joe DiMaggio’s Restaurant on 
Fishermans Wharf. 

Included in the group was a new 
member who was in partnership with 
his brother Vasco, operating Mennuc- 
ci Brothers Grocery on Greenwich 
Street; his name, of course, Frank 
Mennucci. 

No attempt will be made here to re- 
late the involvement and work Frank 
has given to the Dolphin Club during 
his membership. 

Now, on March 19, 1991, fifty years 
after Jimmy Cronin's testimonial din- 
ner, Frank "Cecco" Mennucci became 
a fifty year member. 

Some measure of the Dolphin Club 
membership's feeling for Frank Men¬ 
nucci, was seen at the recent Old Tim¬ 
ers Dinner held on February 23, 1991, 


when he was given a lengthy Standing 
ovation. 

We hope that this kind of long term 
continuity will become a tradition in 
the Dolphin Club. 

Werft SchneebeCi 



Photo of Frank Mennucci (Queen) and Jimmy 
Cronin (King Neptune) at the Dolphin Club initi- 
ation and picnic at Paradise Park, Marin Co. ( 
Calif. October 22, 1950 



Photo of Jimmy Cronin's testimonial dinner at Joe DiMaggio’s Restaurant, September 25, 1941. 
Jimmy Cronin is seated at the far left second from the end. Frank Mennucci is in about the middle 
of the photo. Other living Golden Dolphins pictured here are Dick Harms, Joe Bruno, Dino Land- 
ucci, AI Liva, Don Baggiani and Cliff Quist. 
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History by Walt Schneebeli 

y=L orty years ago, on September 
Ef 9, 1951, the Dolphin Swim- 
ü ming and Boating Club held 
its annual Golden Gate Swim. 

The City was having a hot spell 
during this period, but at the Gate, 
a 20-mile westerly wind whipped 
up the course making it difficult for 
both swimmer and pilot. 

Marine Corporal Ray Carmassi 
won the race, as he had in the four 
previous years, with a low time of 
37:45. After the swim Carmassi 
stated that this was his toughest 
Gate trial through he was in the 
best condition of his career. 


From a field of 28 Starters, 26 fin- 
ished the swim. 


Finishers 

1. Ray Carmassi.37:45 

2. Eric Borgeson.46:45 

3. Harry Fields.49:05 

4. Joe Weiss.50:05 

5. Martin Vermuelen.50:30 

6. Ray Sangalli.50:45 

7. Jim Morino*.50:46 

8. Joe Bruno*.53:05 

9. Wayne Alexander*.54:15 

10. Paul Silvester*.58:30 

11. Clifford Quist*.60:30 

12. Jim Healy.62:30 


13. Gus Gelardi*.62:33 

14. Leonard P. Gelardi*.67:30 

15. Frank Inferrera.68:15 

16. Frank Adams.69:17 

17. Ted Monell.69:18 

18. Walt Schneebeli*.71:35 

19. Remo Tocchini.76:00 

20. Al Liva*.85:15 

21. Antone Gelardi*.95:20 

22. Roland Demarais*.98:30 

23. Wally Irwin.105:10 

24. Frank Mennucci*.111:00 

25. Leonard J. Gelardi.112:00 

26. Bill Mahood.120:00 


*Living Dolphin Life Member 



From the archives of Walt Schneebeli is this excellent photo of participants in the 1951 Golden Gate Swim. 
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Six of the eleven swimmers are 


History by Walt Schneebeli 

lthough individual Dol- 
phin Club members have 
been swimming to and from 
Alcatraz Island since the 19th Cen¬ 
tury, it wasn’t until September of 
1960 that a Dolphin Club orga- 
nized swim was held. 

All the swimmers except Cliff 
Quist and Joe Mares were relative- 
ly new members. 

Most participants were ferried to 
the island on the fishing boat "Ro- 
sella D. M named after the mother 
of the DiMaggio brothers. This 
boat was furnished by Gene and 
Frank Tristano. 

The jump off was made west of 
the "rock”. 

FINISHERS 


1. Bill Williams.47:40 

2. Cliff Quist.50:15 

3. Voldy Walter.50:40 

4. Herb Jackson.56:27 

5. Gordon Cook.57:10 

6. Dr. Fred Howard.57:45 


7. John Stephenson.58:00 

8. Bob Webb.67:10 

9. Frank Drum.67:30 

10. Joe Mares.67:45 

11. Bob Hoff.71:00 


now deceased and Bob Hoff is the 
only surviving bay swimmer. 











"i 


■ M 


V" -M 





Group picture of the first organized Alcatraz Swim. September, 1960. Swimmers, Pilots and Helpers. Back Row (I to r): Matt Moons, Tom Troneum, 
Tom Spencer, Roy Hooper, Joe Ambrose, Walt Schneebeli, Ed Barrett, Bob Hoff, Mr. Tristano. Middle Row (I to r): Cliff Quist, Bill Williams, Gordon 
Cook, Herb Jackson, John Stephenson, Joe Mares, Bob Webb. Front Row (I to r): Dr. Fred Howard, Frank Drum, Voldy Walter. 
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Dolphin Soldiers 
Meet Düring WWII 

Two current Dolphins, each with 
over 50 years membership just 
happened to run into each other 
during World War II "somewhere 
in Italy" and sometime after the 
Salerno invasion of September 
1943. 

One was Mike Desmond, Agent 


Land-bound Dolphins Mike Desmond (I) and 
Fred Herms met unexpectedly in Italy during 
World War II. 

Criminal Investigation Division, 
War Department, and the other 
was Captain Fred Herms of the 
U.S. Army Air Corps. 

Both of these old timers compet- 
ed in Dolphin Golden Gate swims 
held before and after World War 
II. 


W alt Schneebeli, Dolphin 
Life member and the un- 
disputed authority on the 
Club's history has 
assembled a remark- 
able Collection of 
historical documents 
and photographs 
many of which he 
has shared over the 
years with Dolphin 
Log readers. 

Luckily, Walt was 
at the Club one day 
recently when Don 
Koch, now a resident 
of the Philippines 
dropped in to present 
to the Club the tro- 
phy his father had 
won at the first Dol¬ 
phin Golden Gate 
Swim held September 9,1917. 

Before the end of that year Don’s 
father Henry Koch was in the 


thick of World War I in France, 
where he was severely burned by 
mustard gas. Mr. Koch recovered 
sufficiently to return 
to the Club and finish 
in the 1919 Golden 
Gate Swim. 

Dolphin Don Reid 
also happened to be at 
the Club that day. He 
rushed to his nearby 
Russian Hill home to 
get his camera and 
captured the moment 
on film. His photo- 
graph is shown below. 

The cup may be 
viewed on the bottom 
shelf of our trophy 
case in the Staib 
Room. 

(See the Spring 1989 Dolphin Log 
for details of the first Golden Gate 
Swim.) 


Henry W. Koch in California, mid 
1920's. 


At the impromptu presentation were (I to r) Lou 
Marcelli, Joe Bruno, Don Koch and Walt 
Schneebeli. 


Clmb Mkstau&s Wt 

Life Membership (25 years) 

Hall Templeton - Joined March 1966 

Golden Dolphin Membership (50 years) 
Frank Mennucci - Joined March 1941 


Tom Martz 
Herb Jackson 
Dick Harms 
Carl Ludemann 
Leonard P. Gelardi 
Joe Peradotta 


• Deaths • 

Joined July 1986 Died 6/8/1991 

Joined April 1960 Died 8/28/1991 

Joined July 1920 Died 9/11/1991 

Joined January 1920 Died 9/11/1991 

Joined May 1947 Died 11/28/1991 

Joined June 1985 Died 12/6/1991 
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History Compiled by 
Walt Schneebeli 
reaking through the 
Kx gender barrier of her 
day, Mrs. Anita Day 
Hubbard became the first 
woman member of the Dol- 
phin Club in 1949 -- decades 
prior to the time when a 
group of women filed a fed¬ 
eral lawsuit to gain mem- 
bership and thus open the 
Dolphin Club to all women. 
A native of San Francisco 
and a product of Redding 
and Denman grammar 
schools, Girls High school 
and later, the University of 
California and Columbia 
University, Mrs. Hubbard 
was a remarkable woman 
indeed. 



(I to r) Gladys Hughes, Anita Day Hubbard, 
Ann Liva. 


From her mother, Dr. Loli¬ 
ta Blackett Day, a famed pe- 
diatrician at Childrens Clin- 
ic years ago, she learned 
early in life of the unending 
problems of youth which 
she helped to so! vre in the 
years to follow. 

Early in her career she was 
a feature writer for the New 
York World, the S.F. Bulle¬ 
tin and the S.F. Examiner. It 
was with this professional 
background that she brought 
the "Good Neighbor" col- 
umn to the Examiner in 
1937. Tens of thousands of 
persons in need of guidance 
benefited from her column 
which was to last 28 years 


until her death. 

It was during this later per- 
iod that the widowed Mrs. 
Hubbard met Dolphin, 
Lieut. Herb Derham of the 
S.F. Fire Department, En¬ 
gine 31 located near the Cor¬ 
ner of Green and Leaven- 
worth Streets. He first 
brought her to the Dolphin 
Club as a guest where she 
was able to indulge her love 
of swimming and rowing. 

It was then that she became 
the first woman Dolphin. A 
1949 Dolphin Log reported 
that she had been presented 
a gold key to the club "in 
recognizition of outstanding 
continued on next page 



Dolphin Club Hike and Dip, December 17,1950. Mrs. Anita Day Hubbard on the Photograph¬ 
ie Stint described in article, this page. 

Photo by Jerry Hawryluk 


Page 2 - Dolphin Log - Spring -1992 















This "Wieland" crew was comprised of (I to r): Anita Day Hubbard, Lawton Hughes, Les 
Hendry, Herb Derham, Tom Troneum, Andy Dünne and Ray Morino. 



(Circa 1941) A typical Dolpin Club lunch at rear of boathouse where the weight room 
Stands today. Front table, secondrow, farleft: Andy Dünne, Mrs. Anita Hubbard and Herb 
Derham. Rear table first row: Living 50-year plus members "Duke" Dupuis, Don Baggiani 
and Dino Landucci, Sr. Secondrow: AI Liva and Mike Desmond Jr. Other Dolphin "heavies" 
from front to rear. Chris Sarantis, Joe Giovannoni, Andy Demo, Mike Desmond Sr., Tim 
O'Shea, John Sabatto, Dominic Garassino and Sal Sandmino. 

Photo by Joseph Yoakley 


Anita Day Hubbard 

front previous page 
Service performed in behalf 
of the club." 

Mrs. Hubbard offered a 
prize in the amount of one 
year's dues to be presented 
annually to a member se- 
lected by the board. The stip¬ 
ulation was that he not ne- 
cessarily be a Champion 
swimmer or oarsman, but a 
true Dolphin in the real 
sense of the word. 

The December 18, 1950 S.F. 
Chronicle, in a report on 
the Hike and Dip to Ocean 
Beach from the Club (an 
event that dated from the 
early 1890's), stated that Mrs. 
Hubbard, during a photo- 
graphic Stint was trapped by 
a double header wave. "It 
was lucky for the only wom- 
an member of the Dolphin 
Club that she had previous- 
ly taken off her shoes and 
stockings." 

During World War I she 
was called to Washington as 
Executive Secretary of the 
California Food Adminis¬ 
tration and after the armis- 
tice she was Director of Na¬ 
tional Thrift Publicity for 
the U.S. Treasury. 

Anita Day Hubbard died 
on August 3, 1965 and was 
shortly followed in death by 
her good friend Herb De¬ 
rham on January 27, 1966. 
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W hile those were 
certainly more 
innocent times 
100 years ago, the year 1892 
saw its share of excitement 
and bizarre events, never- 
theless. 

That year, 
the country 
celebrated 
the 400th 
anniversary 
of Christo- 
pher Co- 
lumbus' dis- 
covery of 
the New 
World. 

A world- 
wide Chole¬ 
ra epidemic 
spread its 
misery to 
many. 

The infa- 
mous Lizzie 
Borden axe 
murders 
were com- 
mitted. 


San Francisco's own 
James "Gentleman Jim" 
Corbett was victorious over 
John L. Sullivan for the 
world heavyweight boxing 
title. 

And ranking at nearly the 


same level of importance, 
the Dolphin Swimming and 
Boating Club's 15th anniver¬ 
sary "smoker" was held on 
October 16. 

The announcement for 
the event is reproduced on 
this page 
and could 
be easily 
mistaken 
for a prod- 
uct of one 
of today's 
ultra so- 
phisticated 
graphic de- 
signers. 

The fol- 
lowing is 
excerpted 
from a re- 
port of the 
event 
which ap- 
peared in 
the S . F . 
Chronicle 
on October 
17,1892. 



FiJst & Last i/\£arn!ng mf* 
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On Sundsy. Oatob^r |g, 1892 * T 1 o-clock p. m. 
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Dolphin S. and B. Club 
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• THE DOLPHIN BOAT CLUB • 

Barge and Swimming Races at Its Annual Celebration 


The Dolphin Swimming 
and Boating Club held its 
fifteenth anniversary 
"smoker" yesterday. Fully 
500 friends of the Dolphins 
were assembled at the 
shaky boathouse of the club 
at North Beach when the 
festivities began. 

Over a dozen good Sing¬ 
ers entertained the crowd 
with topical songs, while 
banjo and zither clubs 


picked pleasing melody 
from their instruments. 
F.B. Staid, George W. Lee, 
William Blattner, William 
Ackerson and others made 
short speeches before a 
bärge race between two 
crews from the Dolphins 
was started. 

The race was very excit- 
ing and was won by the 
crew of the bärge John 
Wieland, composed of 


George Van Gulpen, Adam 
Schupp, James Pembroke, 
Edward Sullivan and Thom¬ 
as Fraser. A swimming race 
of three-quarters of a mile 
between James Cowell and 
John March was won after 
a hard struggle by the for¬ 
men The club provided re- 
freshments and Sandwiches 
in plenty and on the whole 
the "smoker" was a suc- 
cess. 
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Emil. A. Kehrlein (above) was born in San Francisco on 
March 14,1855. His work consisted of engraving jewel- 
ry. In 1877 he became one of twenty five Dolphin Club 
charter members along with three of his brothers and 
was chosen President of the club in 1878. He later was 
a founder and early President of the Triton Rowing Club 
of San Francisco. He later entered the real estate field 
and eventually moved to Los Angeles where he became 
a theater owner. Emil Kehrlein died in Los Angeles on 
June 24,1943. 

Ernest H. Lutgens (right) was born in San Francisco on 
December 31, 1859. He became a jeweler as a young 
man and claimed charter membership with his brother 
Adolph C. Lutgens, an architect, whose crowning 
achievement in 1895 - '96 was the Club's new boat- 
house. Ernest Lutgens moved to San Diego before the 
earthquake and fire of 1906 and died there on January 
7,1914. 


The Dolphins Win Thei 
Rowing Associatj 

History Compiled b 

The Dolphin Club competed in its first 4-oared bärge race! 
Bay shore. In addition to the Dolphins the Pioneer Rowing 
Oakland were included in the contest. The music for the occe 
The Daily Alta California newspaper of October 5, 1879 n 
"The race was contested by the following: 

DOLPHINS - E. Kehrlein, E. Lutgens, L. Schroeder, and. 
PIONEER- J. Foster, F. Nolting, B. Oliver, and J. J. Weh 
ST. GEORGE- E. T. Hubback, J. Watson, W. A. Wilson an 
"The Pioneers took the lead, but a foul with the St. G 
changed positions giving the Dolphins a length. The St. Georj 
the Dolphins making the stäke in 7:34. The Dolphins made i 
and evidently giving up the race. The Dolphins won by three 
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r First Pacific Amateur 
on Regatta Race 

y Walt Schneebeli 

in a borrowed boat on Saturday October 4,1879 off the East 
Club of San Francisco and the St. George Rowing Club of 
sion was furnished by the Oakland Light Cavalry Band. 
?ported the following: 

E. Petersen. 
lan. 

d P.J. Cadogan 

Berges gave the field to the Dolphins, and the first two 
;es soon began to weaken and the Pioneers forged ahead of 
i spurt and took the lead, the St. Georges being far behind 
lengths in 15:17." 




Louis W. Schroeder (above) was born in Oroville, Cali¬ 
fornia on December 15, 1856. His first occupation was 
jeweler and he too was a Dolphin charter member. 
About 1881 he moved to Alameda continuing to com- 
mute to San Francisco. He finally chose to become a Po¬ 
lice officer in Alameda and followed this career until re- 
tirement. He helped form the Alameda Boat Club and 
was an early officer. He died on June 29,1941 in Alame¬ 
da 




John E. Petersen (left) also known as Ed Peterson, was 
born in Dixon, Illinois on February 16,1857. He became a 
plumber and gas fitter by trade joining The Dolphin Club 
about 1878 with his brother Carl F. Petersen. The S.F. 
Chronicle of July 11,1887 stated that he moved to San 
Diego "for the benefit of his health and pocket, both 
which are said to be benefiting by the change." 

While in San Diego he co-founded and became the first 
President of The San Diego Rowing Club. A short time 
later he left the south coming back north to San Jose 
where he spent the rest of his career in the plumbing 
business. He died in San Jose on May 25,1926. 
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Front the Dolphin Club Archives 

A Rare Find Reveals Detail of Wieland Origins 


by Walt Schneebeli 
rom the standpoint of the 
Dolphin Club archives, a par- 
ticularly valuable newspaper 
article was recently discov- 
ered. 1t contained the name of the 
builder and the materials used in the 
construction of the 


safe boat in rough weather. 

Then there is the two-pair oared scull 
Columbia and the single scull Midget. The 
latter is voted a dandy in rough weather 
and the boys have had her twice around the 
wreck of the New York during the winter. 
The Clown boat of the Club is what was once 


is as full of tricks as they are, and a paddle 
about in her usually winds up with a spill and 
a ducking for all hands. 

The officers of the Dolphins are: Presi¬ 
dent, Thomas T. Fraser; vice-president, 
Joseph B. Keenan; financial secretary, 
George Van Gulpen; recording secretary, 




six-oared bärge 
"John Wieland", 
information and 
names of the 
Club's other boats 
and officers, and 
perhaps the most 
exciting of all, a 
picture of the old 
Club House be- 
fore we moved to 
the foot of Van 
Ness Avenue in 
the winter of 1895- 
'96. 

From the San 
Francisco Chroni- 
cle of March 31, 

1894: 

The Dolphin Club is 
one of the oldest, 
and probably the 
best equipped Club 
on the bay. Its mem- 
bership is limited to 
fifty, and the list is 
now nearly complete. 

The pride of the Club in the way of craft is 
the big and handsome six-oared bärge John 
Wieland. It was built by AI Rodgers in the 
days when the Wielands were among the 
leading spirits of the Club, and when the 
craze for rowing and boating was at its 
height. The like of the bärge has never been 
seen on the Coast. It is forty feet in length, 
and has a capacity for thirty people, includ- 
ing the crew, in ordinary water. It has slid- 
ing seats, patent rowlocks and all the mod¬ 
ern improvements up to date. It is built of 
sugar pine and Spanish cedar, is light and 
buoyant as a cork and speedy as a yacht. 
Besides this, there is the four-oared racing 
Shell Cuckoo, which has many victories to 
her credit; the racing bärge California, the 
Arion, a four oared pleasure bärge which 
has seen lots of Service, and which is one of 
the most seaworthy craft on the Bay. It 
was formerly owned by Governor Haight, 
and used by him and his family on the Ala- 
meda shore as a pleasure boat. She has al- 
ways enjoyed the reputation of being a very 


THE DOLPHIN BOAT CLUB IIOU8E. 


a birch bark canoe, but whose bottom and 
sides are now covered with canvas. It is six- 
teen feet long and capable of holding four 
or five. The boys generally don their bath- 
ing suits when they take the "clown" for she 


James Cronin; treasurer, Adam Schuppert; 
captain of boathouse, C. M. Farrell; lieuten- 
ant, J. Attridge; executive Committee, 
Thomas T. Fraser ex-officio, T.J. Kennedy, 
and A.C. Rouard. 


Dolphin Club Milestones - 1992 

• Life Membership (25 years) • 

Ray Pastene Joined January 1967 

Don Kiernan Joined February 1967 

Dr. Joe Abbott Joined July 1967 

Paul Kanstoroom Joined November 1967 

• Golden Dolphin Membership (25 years) • 

None 


Albert P. Hahn 
Frank Drum 
Lester Spiegelman 
Hall Templeton 


• Deaths • 

Joined September 1929 
Joined November 1958 
Joined April 1938 
Joined March, 1966 


Died 6/24/1992 
Died 7/13/1992 
Died 12/19/1992 
Died 12/31/1992 
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One Hundred Years Ago 

Dolphin Club's Annual 
Excursion and Picnic 
& 

An Important Early 
Bay Swim 

- Compiled by Walt Schneebeli 


^ I5th Annual'Excursion ano Picnic — 

- OF THE ' . 

Dolphin S. B. Club 

WILL 3E HELD AT - • 

nANZdNITd CANYON, SflNTd CRUZ nOUNTAINJ 


SUtfDRY, IWflY 21st, 1893 


1877 


Boats leave foot of Market St., 8:45 and 9 : 15 A. M 

MUSIC BY L. VON OCR MtHDIN’S »ANO 

TICKSTS. - (ROUND TRIP) " S 1.25 1893 

Childrcn uitiler Tw«*ly<*(73 Cenis 

BRUNT & CO. PRINT. 535 CLAY ST. S. P. 



LONO-DISTANCIC BWIMMINO. 

Uow Ernost Wjrnno Renmlni In the 
Wütor ro I.onp- 

Ono of the most rcmarknble long-dls- 
Unce swiminers of the worid is Ernest 
Wynne, a young Englishmnn, now a resi¬ 
dent of thls city. He 13 a native of Essex 
and grew up ns nn Athlete. He will not 
objcct to trying conclusions with any who 
imiy tliink they enn do grenter work in 
the wnter thnn he cati. 

Wynne Is noted ns a football player and 
fencer ns well as n swimmer. A fcw days 
ago he started out from Fort Mason to 
swim to Alcatrnz, which is over threc 
miles in a direct llne. In conscquence of 
contrnry tides, however, ho was com- 
pclled to awim to Arch rock and work 
over a course of six miles. which he inade 
in the rather remarkable time of one hour 
and fifty rainufcs. 

Wynne wns accompanied over the course 
by Attridgo and Williams of the Dolphin 
Hoating and Bmlmming Club ln n boat, 
The performance was wltnessed by I)r. 
Riehl, one of the strongest swimmers on 
the coast. who gires it as his opinion that 
the young man oan go againat anything 
in the world in hls line. 

In order to keep himself from being 
chllled durlng such a long stay In the 
water, Wynne covers himself with cocoanut 
oil. This Is the greatest protection that 
ho finds In chllly waters. His swim froin 
Sausalito to KershAw Island aome time 
since was never accompilshod bv anyone 
save Dr. Riehl, who did it twelve years 
rjjo. The present Champion is 6 leet and 
I Inch In height and weighs 173 pounda. 
All of his long-dlatance swimrning is dono 



ramsT wt hhk . 


by the breast stroke alone. and in the last 
great six-mlle struggle not a single rest 
was taken. 


REPRODUCED FROM 
S. F. CHRONICLE 1893 
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By Walt Schneebeli 










an Francisco-born John H. 
Caughlan, a Dolphin Swimming and 
Boating Club member since August of 
1893, swam the Golden Gate from Fort 
Point to Lime Point on Sunday, Octo- 
ber 17,1897. Caughlan and his trainer/ 
coach Carl Smi th, accompanied by T.R. 
Keenan of the Dolphins, rowed out to 
Fort Point at 1:00 p.m. The tide was 
estimated tobeslackat3:00p.m. Smith 
rowed to a point 200 yards west of Fort 
Point and about 100 yards inside the 
line of the walls of the fort. 

At 2:28 p.m. Caughlan di ved from 
the boat and started for Lime Point, 
about a mile away. Caughlan struck 
out with a strong side stroke. In less 
than five minutes he had passed the 
Fort Point buoy. He intended to pass 


westward of the buoy but the flood 
tide was stronger than expected. 

For over half the distance, which 
he accomplished in fifteen minutes, 
Caughlan kept up his strong side 
stroke. Beforegetting two thirdsacross, 
the strong current caught him. To 
hold his own against the current 
Caughlan was compelled to head west, 
dirctly toward Point Bonita. Carl Smith 
reluctantly ordered him to swim for 
Lime Point. This carried Caughlan 
east toward Alcatraz, but he made 
more headway. 

In exactly forty minutes from the 
time of starting Caughlan was inside 
the line of the foghorn Station at Lime 
Point, but it took him another 12 min¬ 
utes to make the rocks 100 yards inside 


Lime Point and almost at the foghorn 
Station. 

Caughlan's time was 52 minutes. 
A large number of people in boats 
accompanied the swimmer. 

John Caughlan, a chemist, left the 
Dolphin Club in January of 1899 but 
rejoined in June of 1917 and remained 
a member until his death in Oakland 
on April 17,1929 at the age of 59. 

The first Gate swim was performed 
by Charles Cavill of Australia on Sun¬ 
day, September 20,1896 (Dolphin Log- 
Indian Summer, 1989). His time was 1 
hour,18 minutes, 30 seconds. 

Cavill died on May 22,1897giving 
an exhibitionofunderwater swimming 
at Jackson's Baths in Stockton. 



BAy FRANCISCO CHRONICUS, MOXDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1897/ 

CABfiBLAN’S C0URSE ACR0SS TIE «OLDEN «ATE FROM FORT POINT TO LIME POINT. 
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100 Years Ago... 

From Walt Schneebeli 

—From the San Francisco Chronicle, May 5,1894 — 


THE ROWINO RACE. 

Ofxmlnc of the Sftaon to Be Celebrmted 
at North Bemch. 

The rowing aeason proper will b« 
opened on the 13th Inet by theDolphin 
Club. There will be raccs of all kiflds. on 
I the bay, from single shblls to four-oared 
barges. One of the most interesting fea- 
tures of the aquatic Sports will be the 
swimming match between Joe McCarthy 
i and a merabor of the clnb named Bard- 
man. McCarthy is one of the prettiest 
j swirnrosrs in the world. He held the 
! championship of. the Coast against all 
' oomers for three years. He is a 8an Frao- 
| cisco boy, and first ca me into fame as a 
| swimmer at the old Newport baths at Ala- 
j meda. He won all the short- and l ong» 

1 diitance matches oncn to all comera. 
j Every trophv offcred had to be won three 
times, and he won them all. 

Joe Fleming was lookcd qpon as a-won- 
| der, but. when he fame to swira againit 
McCarthy ko found he had lots to learn. 
and he was left far behlnd. * The only 
time Joe McCarthy was beaten was at 
Stockton. He swnra Pinkham a 100-yard 
go in fresh water, and not. being uaed to 
the latter he was beaten, and he immedl- 
ately challeneed the other to a contest in 
salt water. The match ttrminated in a 



THOMAS FRASER, PRXSID1TNT DOLFHrM ROVTH« 
AND SWIMMING OCUB. 


dead heat, and before another could be 
arrar.ged Pinkham *died. 

The jinks. it is promised. will be one of 
the ’greatest ever given on the Coash A 
fine Programme is being arranged. the 
mimbers of which will bc sandwiched be- 
twoen the aquatic eventa. « 

The Dolphin boys who bare entered for 
the regatta and other events are all in 
liard training snd will show up well on 
ßanday next Charlie Stute. who will be 
the lightest in the ohell regatta, will make 
tUs race of his life. IIc has been putting 
in hiseveninga in practlce and is in splen¬ 
did form. The Sunday following there- 
gatta the Dolphins have theirannnal pfo- 
nio, which will be held on the Russian 
rivor, 

The Ariels have notldone much as yet 
in the way of rowing and their program me 
for the season will he announced later. 
Tbey will be well # ropres«nted at the re- 



JO« M’CARTHY, IX-CHAMPION AMATTTR SWIBMIB 
OP THE PACIFIC COAST. 


gatta of the Dolphins and will go down £o . 
North beach In tbeir boats. 


DOLPHIN CLUB MILESTONES— 1993 


• Life Membership (25 years) • 


Brian Gilbert 

Joined February 1968 

Walt Thurman 

Joined May 1968 

Bill Powning 

Joined July 1968 

"Chuck" Stagliano 

Joined December 1968 


• Golden Dolphin Memebership (50 years) • 

None 


Constantine "Tex" Alexander 
James Jerome Cronin 
Steve Salvi 
Dr. Leona Wolff 
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• Deaths • 

Joined February 1931, Died Feb. 26,1993 
Joined June 1923, Died April 6,1993 
Joined December 1982, Died June 12,1993 
Joined March 1979, Died December 13,1993 



























40 Years Ago... 

By Walt Schneebeli 


I n 1954 the Dolphin Swimming 
and Boating Club's annual 
Golden Gate Swim was held on 
Sunday, October 3. 

The swim jump off was made from 
the Crowley tug Sea Prince at 9:41 a.m. 
just off of Fort Point. 

With the race about fifteen min- 
utes under way, and with swimers 


stretched across the width of the 
Golden Gate, a large Standard Oil 
tanker,For£ Clatsop was seen headed 
for sea and making good headway. 

Fortunately a Coast Guard vessel 
was sent to head off the tanker while 
the Sea Prince warned the swimmers 
with her whistle. 


The tanker cut her speed and 
veered toward the San Francisco shore 
where she lay to until it was safe to 
proceed outside the gate. 

Relatively smooth water was en- 
countered during the race. 

At age 62, Chet Wing was the old¬ 
est swimmer and David Mozzetti, age 
14, was the youngest. 



The swimmers finished as follows: 


1. Bill Mclvor.25:25 

2. DonKane.26:08 

3. Terry Hayes.27:16 

4. Henry Fourcade.27:30 

5. Hector Valencia.28:06 

6. Ray Taft.31:54 

7. Harry Fields.34:50 

8. Jerry Bricca.35:00 

9. Stan Bennesen.35:03 

10. Joe Bruno.35:55 

11. Kevin Keith.36:00 

12. Bob Demo.36:18 

13. Charley Pruett.36:30 


14. Aldo Cuneo.37:00 

15. Jim Morino.37:30 

16. Ed Curtis.37:40 

17. Wayne Alexander.38:00 

18. CliffQuist.38:15 

19. Tom Troneum.38:46 

20. Joe Weiss.39:00 

21. Phil Gaal.39:24 

22. David Mozzetti.39:25 

23. Eimer Hubacher.40:50 

24. Jim Healy.,...41:31 

25. Joe Mares.41:33 

26. Roger Gaal.41:35 

27. Paul Silvester.42:00 

28. Bob Whaley.42:42 


29. Steve Gaal.43:50 

30. Walt Schneebeli.44:34 

31. Jim Greeley.45:50 

32. Charlie Korelec.46:00 

33. Don Alber.46:30 

34. Ted Monell.47:00 

35. Roy Hitchcock.47:17 

36. Frank Adams.47:25 

37. Greg DeGear.47:35 

38. Pete Serna.48:30 

39. Jack Pickett.48:35 

40. George Escobar.51:30 

41. Abe Levinsky.65:00 

42. Chet Wing.67:00 

43. Tim Richardson.69:00 
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Origins 

By Walt Schneebeli 


A 

JL Jl mong the most commonly 
asked questions regarding Dolphin 
Club history concem the ethnic back- 
ground of the founding members. 
From what lands did the first Dol- 
phins come from? 


lished. Also shown isan artisticrendi- 
tion of the first clubhouse at the foot of 
Montgomery Avenue. Montgomery 
Avenue was later renamed Columbus 
Avenue. 

Most of the newspaper and maga- 


Francisco 14; Marysville 1; Eureka 1; 
Oroville 1; Chicago, II 1; Two Rivers 
YVI l;Germany 1;Francei;England 1; 
Switzerland 1; Canada 1; Unknown 1. 

The countries of origin of the par- 
ents of the founding members are as 



The lower portion of this 1877pho- 
tograph depicts the twenty-five char¬ 
ter members of the Dolphin Swim- 
ming and Boating Club. 

The upper six individuals were 
honorary members. Of these six, the 
club founder, John Wieland, is fourth 
fom the left. Twenty-four of these 
young men were born between the 
years of 1853 and 1860. The birth date 
of the twenty-fifth member is not 
known. The names of the remaining 
charter members will be revealed when 
the comprehensive Club history ispub- 


zine articles about these first members 
state that they were Germans who 
formed the Club on the European 
Turnverein pattern. This is not en- 
tirely true. Some of the members or 
their parents were from other parts of 
Europe. The following information 
hasbcen taken fromdeathcertificates, 
which first appeared in California in 
1905, and obi tuaries culled from news- 
papers from the 1880s through the 
1940s. 

The birthplaces of the twenty-five 
charter members are as follows: San 


follows: Fathers: Germanyl6; France 
3; Switzerland 1; Belgiuml; Scotland 
1; Hungaryl; Unknown 2. 

Mothers: Germany 15; France 1; 
France 1; Belgium 1; Switzerland 1; 
Ireland 1; Italy 1; Wisconsin, United 
States of America 1; Unknown 4. 


•Dolphin Club • 
Panoramic Photo 
Opportunity 
J uly 9th 
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Dolphin Club Life Members 1877-1995 


Compiled by Walt Schneebeli and Bob Hoff 


Albert P. Rothkopf 

1877-1920 

Charles R. Hoffmann 

1909-1963 

Virgil L. DeMartini 

1919-1961 

Louis Blumenthal 

1928-1981 

Adam L. Schuppert 

pre 1886-1914 

Raymond Pygeorge 

1909-1966 

Eimer C. Günther 

1919-1987 

Emilio A. Cicerone 

1928-1978 

Frank C. Staib 

1888-1938 

Romeo “Rocca” Roccatagliata 

1909-1976 

Marcus J. Hein 

1919-1979 

John F. Demartini 

1928-1969 

James John Cronin 

1891-1966 

Jerome B. White 

1909-1972 

Lawton C. Hughes 

1919-1982 

Raymond J. Schinkel 

1928- 

Charles M. Farrell 

1891-1933 

Emest J. Berges 

191C-1948 

Eimer H. Kehrlein 

1919-1970 

Rinaldo E. “Jake” Toschi 

1928-1971 

Joseph B. Keenan 

1892-1968 

Frank C. Bordenave 

1910-1961 

Charles A. Ackerland 

1920-1968 

Russell E. Channing 

1929-1966 

Thomas R. Keenan 

1892-1933 

Thomas Castberg 

1910-1966 

James E. Albert 

1920-1966 

Edward Dollard Jr. 

1929-1962 

William T. Dünn 

1894-1920 

Henry Kanter 

1910-1960 

Chester L. Dechent 

1920-1990 

Albert P. Hahn 

1929-1992 

Alex W. Pape 

1896-1928 

Ralph S. Mackay 

1910-1971 

Richard Harms 

1920-1991 

Dr. Lawrence Ludwigsen 

1929-1980 

William L. Bush 

1897-1933 

William Giovannoni Sr. 

1911-1973 

Carl H. Ludemann 

1920-1991 

Dr. Howard J. Malion 

1929-1960 

Adolph Dunker 

1898-1926 

Clarence E. “Kewpie” Kieraan 

1911-1949 

Alex X. McCausland 

1920-1977 

Kenneth H. Mclssac 

1929-1980 

Peter H. Freudenberg 

1899-1967 

William M. Ringen 

1911-1964 

Theodore M. Monell 

1920-1966 

Virgil Anderson 

1930- 

Con A. Keniff 

1899-1941 

Willis B. Brinker 

1912-1959 

Dr. Byron E. Van Alstyne 

1920-1974 

Andrew B. Dünne 

1930-1981 

Robert Ohea Sr. 

1899-1943 

Louis A. DeLucchi 

1912-1961 

Paul F. DeMartini 

1921-1967 

James Fitzpatrick 

1930-1976 

Leo D. Weinand 

1901-1940 

Walter I. Descalso 

1912-1940 

Leslie C. Hendry 

1921-1984 

Joseph M. Gelardi 

1930-1988 

August A. Bertrand 

1902-1947 

Dr. Guido J. Pera 

1912-1976 

George E. McMillan 

1921-1972 

Timothy J. O’Shea 

1930-1967 

Thomas W. Harris 

1902-1960 

Roy T. Bauer 

1913-1966 

James Jerome Cronin 

1923-1993 

Pasquale “Paul” Silvester 

1930- 

George W. Bauer 

1903-1960 

Michael Desmond Sr. 

1913-1948 

Timothy J. Hart 

1923-1958 

Constantine F. “Tex” Alexander 

1931-1993 

Hugh K. McKevitt 

1903-1961 

Sydney Foster 

1913-1973 

Edmond J. Ramari 

1923-1971 

Peter Lucchesi 

1931-1984 

George C. Thompson 

1903-1942 

Herbert Derham 

1914-1966 

Roger P. “Joe” Giovannoni 

1924-1963 

William E. Mahood 

1931-1966 

Timothy V. O’Brien 

1904-1933 

Paul T. Giovannoni 

1916-1966 

LeRoy M. Clark 

1926-1967 

John Sabatto 

1931-1963 

Dario L. Perrone 

1904-1961 

John F. Lyons 

1916-1973 

James C. Flannery 

1926-1976 

Andre “Andy” Camous 

1932- 

John S. Phillips 

1904-1937 

Albert E. Oliva 

1916-1973 

George A. Gore 

1925-1962 

Gino Lucchesi 

1932- 

Dr. Abraham W. Ward 

1904-1973 

Chris Sarantis 

1916-1964 

John L. “Jack” Lewin 

1926-1973 

Joseph Bruno 

1933- 

Patrick F. Flynn 

1906-1967 

Charles A. “Bud” Sterling 

1916-1967 

Gerald W. Murray 

1925- 

Robert F. Oakley 

1933-1986 

Dave Crowley 

1907-1968 

James A. Finlayson 

1916-1966 

Thomas R. Troneum 

1926-1985 

Hector M. Stephen 

1933-1983 

Alex C. “Al” Hagedorn 

1907-1949 

Noel Sullivan 

1916-1966 

Jack A. Cronin 

1926-1966 

Eugene “Duke” Chelini 

1934-1973 

Dr. Eugene M. McKevitt 

1907-1948 

Meyer Gorfinkel 

1917-1944 

Henry A. Perry 

1926-1967 

Dominic J. Garassino 

1934-1989 

Guido A. Ghiselli 

1909-1966 

Walter “Wally” Smith 

1917-1978 

Charles Sava 

1926-1983 

Don J. Baggiani 

1935- 

Hector J. Giuntini 

1909-1976 

William L. Peoples 

1918-1986 

Julius L. Chicca 

1927-1983 

Clement “Duke” Dupuis 

1935- 

Dr. John G. Harrington 

1909-1961 

James Raggio 

1918-1977 

Angelo J. “Andy” Demo 

1927-1984 

Dino Landucci Sr. 

1935- 
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Clifford Quist 

1935- 

Eimer R. Hubacher 

1946- 

Vincent F. Cannizzaro 

1955- 

Donald P. Warto 

1961- 

Dick C. Schroeder 

1935-1989 

Anthony “Scotty” Tarantino 

1946-1987 

Edward DeCossio Sr. 

1955-1982 

Peter G. Bianucci 

1962- 

Matthew D’Angelo 

1936-1986 

Elwayne C. “Wayne” Alexander 

1947- 

Kenneth J. Gaal 

1956- 

Lewis E. Cook Jr. 

1962- 

Michael Desmond Jr. 

1936-1994 

Leonard P. Gelardi 

1947-1991 

Dr. Stephen A. Gaal 

1956- 

Pierre Hathaway 

1962- 

Gus Gelardi 

1936- 

Jerry Hawryluk 

1947-1981 

Louis Gallic 

1956- 

Philip E. Rourke 

1962- 

Salvatore J. Lucia 

1936-1989 

Robert G. Nielsen 

1947- 

Thomas H. Gould 

1956- 

Patrick Clancy 

1963- 

Robert E. Denke 

1937-1963 

George L. DeGear 

1948- 

Thomas W. White 

1956- 

William W. Greer 

1963-1990 

Herman Weinstein 

1937-1977 

Dino Landucci Jr. 

1948- 

Dominic J. Cannizzaro 

1957- 

William F. Waiden 

1963- 

Arnold P. “Pete” Campana 

1938- 

Emilio “Horse” Massucco 

1948-1988 

Edward F. DeCossio Jr. 

1957- 

Allie A. Bogart 

1964- 

Frederick W. Herms 

1938- 

Walt Schneebeli 

1948- 

David A. Hinton 

1957- 

Gerald C. Cullen 

1964- 

Leo LaRocca 

1938- 

Harry R. Fields 

1949-1980 

James Vanya 

1967- 

Renato Piombi 

1964- 

Einar A. Pearson 

1938-1981 

Vincent “Little Vince” LaRocca 

1949- 

Robert M. Cervarich 

1958- 

John Davis 

1965- 

Mike Scafani 

1938- 

James L. Morino 

1949- 

Frank C. Drum 

1958-1992 

Conrad Liberty 

1965- 

Lester Spiegelman 

1938-1992 

Ignatius Passantino 

1950- 

Daniel A. Murphy 

1968-1990 

Lou Marcelli 

1965- 

Anthony “Nino” LaRocca 

1939-1994 

John R. Duignan 

1951- 

William E. Pfirter 

1958- 

Thomas Robb 

1965- 

Thomas A. DiMaggio 

1940-1980 

Roy E. Hooper 

1951- 

Frank T. Blackburn 

1959- 

Walt Stack 

1965-1995 

Antone Gelardi 

1940- 

Joseph J. Orlando 

1951- 

Rudolph DeMay 

1959- 

Charles Wildberger 

1965- 

Frank A. Inferrera 

1940-1983 

Rudolph J. Capriotti 

1952- 

Howard D. Hall 

1959-1994 

Hall Templeton 

1966-1992 

Albert S. Liva 

1940- 

Stephen J. Gaal 

1952-1977 

Lino Scrivant 

1959- 

Joe Abbott 

1967- 

Sal J. Sancimino 

1940-1989 

Raymond E. Ray 

1962- 

Paul Adrian 

1960-1988 

Paul Kanstoroom 

1967- 

Peter J. Sturiale 

1940- 

Winchester P. “Chet” Wing 

1952-1987 

Humbert “Bert” Arias 

1960-1986 

Don Kieman 

1967- 

Dominic Anzalone 

1941-1975 

Roger C. Gaal 

1953- 

Ted Connelly 

1960- 

Ray Pastene 

1967- 

Frank Mennucci 

1941- 

Raphael “Ray” Belluomini 

1954- 

Gordon S. Cook 

1960-1985 

Brian Gilbert 

1968- 

August Perlite 

1941-1986 

Joaquin Claveria 

1964-1988 

Bob Hoff 

1960- 

Bill Powning 

1968- 

Thomas F. Barrett 

1942-1981 

Aldo J. Cuneo 

1954- 

Herbert G. Jackson 

1960-1991 

Chuck Stagliano 

1968- 

Carlo Corda 

1942- 

Edward Curtis 

1954- 

Hans Kramer 

1960-1989 

Walt Thurman 

1968- 

William F. Campbell 

1943-1981 

Robert L. Demo 

1954- 

Edgar L. Luyken 

1960- 

William Harlan 

1969- 

Louis Dalgero 

1943-1980 

Philip L. Gaal 

1954- 

Byron M. Van Alstyne 

1960- 

Harry Cordellos 

1970- 

Carl Luders 

1944-1972 

Charles Korelec 

1954- 

Richard J. Fossat 

1961- 

Joseph Giacomini 

1970- 

John B. Sargis 

1944- 

Paul J. Melee 

1954- 

Benjamin Joseph 

1961- 

Stanley Hlynsky 

1970- 

Joseph Weiss 

1944-1987 

William T. O’Brien 

1954- 

Robert Katurich 

1961- 

Jack Bettencourt 

1970- 

Arthur A. Cardenas 

1945-1986 

Rico J. “Moon” Passanisi 

1954- 

Patrick E. Kelly 

1961- 

Murray Alstott 

1970- 

Pasquale “Pat” Gelardi 

1945- 

Charles Yeager 

1954- 

Daniel R. Osbome 

1961- 


Roland W. Demarais 

1946- 

Salvatore Cannizzaro 

1955- 

Zach R. Stewart 

1961- 



Second date indicates year ofdeath 
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Old Dolphin Boathouse Discovered 

By Walt Schneebeli 



Düring February of this year, I 
received a letter from Dolphin Keith 
Weaver stating that Alfred Harrison, 
the director and owner of the North 
Point Gallery had advised him in pass- 
ing that the northem room of his gal- 
lery was "the old Dolphin Club boat- 
house," which had been "hauled up 
the hill" to its present location some- 
time in the last few decades. After 
recovering my composure at hearing 
this news, a search for subtantiation 
followed. 

Tom Howard, a neighbor of the 
gallery, offered material vital to the 
search. He had taken a photograph of 
the structure prior to the construction 
of a tall building between his resi- 
dence and the old boathouse. Currently 
it is impossible to get a decent photo¬ 
graph because of buildings in close 
proximity on all four sides. 

In addition to the photograph, Mr. 
Howard gave me a script from the 
KCBS radio show This is San Francisco 
aired on October 19, 1950. The script 
describes 872 North Point Street as the 


parish house of Saint Bridgid's Church 
on Broadway. Itgoes on to say:" In the 
back of the patio is another old house 
moved first to the Union Iron Works, 
then to the foot of Van Ness. Later it 
became the boathouse for the Dolphin 
Rowing Club and finally was moved 


up two blocks to its present location." 

Other research turned up the fol- 
lowing: 

Dolphin Oarsman Andy Camous 
recalls hearing in the 1930s from old 
time Dolphins Syd Foster and Jim 
Albert that "the old Dolphin boathouse 
is up on the hill!" 

Furthermore, an old Dolphin Club 
cash book States on March 11, 1896: 
"Sale of old boathouse...$20.00." This 
old building, which was in the 1880s 
and 1890s located at Montgomery 
Avenue (now Columbus Avenue) and 
Beach Street and moved to its present 
North Point location, appears to be 
our old clubhouse. Early in 1896, the 
club moved to a newly constructed 
and larger building at the foot of Van 
Ness Avenue, which was later moved 
twice and ended up at its present loca¬ 
tion at the foot of Hyde and Jefferson 
Streets. 

Currently, the front and rear struc- 
tures at 872 North Point Street are up 
for sale. Perhaps these historic Dol¬ 
phin buidings might attain the same 
Status in the eyes of the city and be 
preserved. 



As it Stands today 
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48. Don Reid.49:00 

49. Bill Powning.56:24 


Helpers: Liz Ann Schiff, Pete 
Neubauer, Mimi Osborne, Mag 
Donaldson, Janice Kelly, Hank 
Skade, Bill Pickelhaupt, Chris 
Kelly, Kate Cronin, Pavla Podolska, 
Bob Dersham, Nancy Homor, Linda 
Righetti, Eric Burke, and Noel 
Turner. 

Pilots: Rieh Cooper, Susan Allen, 
Andy Camous, Ned Hoffman, Phil 
Kohlenberg, Pete Bianucci, Matt 
Sheridan, Ken Coren, George 
Robin, Gary Ehrsam, Eduardo Bar- 
ranco, Steve Worthington, Eric 
Mellenger, Ed Urban, Ann Sasaki, 
David Brandt, Phil Fernandez, 
Karen Boy er, Susan Lauritzen, Bar¬ 
bara Bums, John Sullivan, Dan 
Osborne, Kevin Hartnett, Gabe 
Scurlock, Bob Danielson, Colin 
Gift, David Zovickian, Neil 
Hartnett, and Pat Howard North. 

Pier 39 

May 11,1996 


1. Becky Fenson.21:44 

2. Laura Burtch.23:35 

3. Maria McGowan.25:18 

4. Dave Rieh.26:04 

5. Eric Larsen.26:22 

6. Margaret Keenan.26:57 

7. Kelly Flynn.27:05 

8. John Pelka.27:07 

9. Lori Partner.27:18 

10. Peter McLaughlin.27:19 

11. Peter Brand.27:25 

12. Karen Boyer.27:30 

13. Joni Beemsterboer.28:07 

14. David Shutt.28:38 

15. Jenny Muth.28:38 

16. Liz Ann Schiff.29:30 

17. Phil Fernandez.29:47 

18. Fred Johnson.29:48 

19. Ed Urban.29:50 

20. Tina Scott.30:15 

21. Nick DeMay.30:22 

22. Lee Hammack.30:26 

23. Dave Copeland.30:51 

24. Mark Müllen.31:17 

25. Pam Stillwagon.31:22 

26. Wendy Kress.31:25 

27. Ken Coren.31:52 

28. Doug Chambers.32:00 

29. Eric Burke.32:35 

30. Barry' Christian.33:32 

31. Louise Bea.33:52 

32. John Homor.34:04 

33. Tony Payne.34:15 

34. Noel Turner.35:17 

35. Neal Fishman.35:55 


36. Francesca Cervantes ... 36:04 


37. Gerald O’Dwyer.38:01 

38. ChuckVogt.40:58 

39. Don Reid.42:23 

40. David Broadbear.43:04 

4L Pavla Podolska.43:47 

42. Bill Powning.57:23 


Helpers: David Broadbear, Pavla 
Podolska, Mary Verdon, Mike 
Webb, James Mason, Krist Jake, 
Doug Chambers, Nick DeMay, 
Lindsay Casablanca, Era Osibe, 
Wendy Kress, Fred Johnson, and 
Lou Marcelli. 

Pilots: Ned Hoffman, Andy 
Camous, David Brandt, Padraic 
Doyle, Tom Kuglen, Tony 
DuComb, Van Metaxas, Conrad von 
Blankenberg, Emily Roth, Celeste 
McMullin, David Zovickian, Karen 
Drucker, Rieh Cooper, Mike 
DiNunzio, Jerry Cullen, Phil 
Kohlenberg, Tom Allen, Pete 
Bianucci, Dan McGill, George 
Robin, Matt Sheridan, Gary Ehrsam, 
Ann Sasaki. Al de la Pena, and Neil 
Hartnett. 

Crissy Field 

June 1,1996 


1. Laura Merkl.45:09 

2. John Davies.45:10 

3. Mickey LaVelle.46:17 

4. Candace Kelly.46:32 

5. Phil Rollins.48:23 

6. Todd Oppenheimer.48:25 

7. Alan Budenz.48:49 

8. Larry Scroggins.49:06 

9. Jean Howe.49:07 

10. Conrad von B.49:11 

11. Peter Brandt.50:56 

12. Rachel Havrelock.51:23 

13. Matt Sheridan.51:35 

14. Bob Fewster.51:35 

15. Bob Blum.52:17 

16. Liz Ann Schiff.52:18 

17. Neal Powers.53:02 

18. Nancy Friedman.53:07 

19. GinaRus.53:20 

20. Keith Nelson.53:23 

21. Signe Copeland.53:38 

22. Tony DuComb.53:55 

23. Mary Verdon.55:21 

24. Jackie Merovich.56:08 

25. Dennis Williams.56:36 

26. Leslie Callan.58:52 

27. Joe Cowan.61:23 

28. ChuckVogt.61:35 

29. Nick Strelchuk.62:27 

30. Pavla Podolska.67:51 

31. David Broadbear.74:05 


The First San Francisco- 
Oakland Swim 

By Walt Schneebeli 

Ort August 23, 1996 1 had tion of Treasure Island in the 
the privilege of being on the 1930s. HereachedtheoldOak- 
party boat "JODY" skippered land Pier 3 hours and 15 min- 
by "Duke" Gresci, accompa- utes after his jump off. Dr. 
nying 13 year old Andy Pinetti Riehl was said tobe completely 
inarecordS.F.-Oaklandswim. exhausted, and was hauled 


I was reminded of the first suc- 
cessful completion of this 
event. 

On August 6, 1882, Dr. 

Frederick 
Riehl, a Veteran 
of the Franco- 
Prussian War, 
accompanied 
bya bärge from 
the Dolphin 
Swimming 
and Boating 
Club, swam 
eastward from 
Black Point 
Landing, near 
the Dolphin 
Club's present 
1 o c a t i o n , 
shortly after 
noon. 

Once in the 
water, he 
removed his 
clothing in- 
c 1 u d i n g , 
overcoat, shoes, 
pants and un- 

derclothing. His left stocking, and nearly ended the Doctor's 
however, was taken off only life on occasion. 
after a struggle by the Doctor The Dolphin bärge was 
compared to "a puppy tug- manned by Al Rothkopf, Fred 
ging at a root," and he was Katz, William ]. Wisler, Ed 
finally under way. Kalben, Emil Gerlach, and John 

Dr. Riehl experienced diffi- E. Petersen. At the swim's 
culty in passing Alcatraz Is- completion the crew was de- 
land, but at that point the cur- scribed as nearly as wet as the 
rent was in his favor and he Doctor. 
eventually swam by the north Dr. Frederick W. Riehl died 

end of Yerba Buena Island, on May 19, 1919 in Alameda 
This would be an impossibil- County, age 76. fh 
ity now because of the forma- - 



,p*., khcbl;h »yr«»R»<r 


aboard a dredger alongside the 
wharf where he was covered 
with blankets, tarpaulins and 
gunny sacks, until he was 
warm. 

It should be 
pointed out 
that, although 
the Doctor 
might be con- 
sidered eccen- 
tric for not 
removing his 
clothing before 
the swim, he 
spent many 
years on a 
study involv- 
ing the saving 
of the lives of 
shipwrecked 
sailors. Many 
o f his 
life saving 
methods, usu- 
ally involving 
kites, were un- 
controllable 
and dangerous 
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Feature 


By Walt Schneebeli 

Fifty Years Ago- 

The Keenan Room Was Born 




Check Presentation, left to right:Treasurer Jim Cronin, Herb Derham, 
Joseph B. Keenan, President Clement "Duke" Dupuis, Bill Giovannoni Sr., 
Boatbuilder Bill Richards, and Dino Landucci, Sr. 


S hortly after World War II, the mem- 
bers of the Delphin Club decided that 
a dining room and galley should be 
added to our building. Since our trea- 
sury at the time was rather under- 
nourished, Club members volunteered 
to per form the work required. 

Unfortunately, considerably more 
money was spent than had been allo- 
cated, resulting in the formation of 
two warring factions; the holders of 
the Club's purse strings, and the 
younger, enthusiastic volunteers. 

Feelings ran high with no solution 
to the problem fortheoming. As the 
battle escalated older member Joe 
Keenan was seen to rise saying, "Boys, 
boys, the Dolphin spirit of one for all 
and all for one is in jeopardy. Teil me, 
how much money are we quarreling 


about?" Jimmy Cronin, guardian of 
the Dolphin treasury told Joe that $700 


more than was estimated or allocated 
was spent. 

"Gentlemen," said Joe, "money 
should not be permitted to cause dis- 
sension in our ranks. It will be my 
pleasure to donate the $700 and with 
your permission I will give you a check 
right now, with the consent of the 
Board." 

After an embarrassed silence of 
the Dolphins who were present, Presi¬ 
dent Clement "Duke" Dupuis arose 
and said, "A magnanimous offer has 
been made by our senior member, Joe 
Keenan. What is your pleasure?" 

Joe Keenan's offer was gratefully 
accepted. 

Joe Keenan was born in San Fran¬ 
cisco on August 19, 1868, and joined 
the Dolphin Club on May 11,1892. he 
died on August 30, 1958 at the age of 
90. He was President of Musto-Keenan 
Marble Works in North Beach. pH 


Joe Keenan Galley Dedication, April 13,1948 
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Feature 


By Walt Schneebeli 

The Dolphin Club's Annual 
Hike and Dip at Ocean Beach 



Dolphin Clubs 1909 Hike and Dip 

any years before the New Year's Alcatraz 
Swim was first held, the Dolphin Club staged a 
hike and dip to Ocean Beach in the last days of 
December. The members went all the way from the 
Clubhouse, down to the Marina, through the Pre- 
sidio, and finally down to the shore in front of 
Playland at the Beach. Some ran, some walked, and 
some were chauffeured by family and friends. At 
the end of this event, all participants would plunge 
into the surf, get out, dry off, dress, and go up to 
the Cliff House for brunch, accompanied by their 
entourages. All of the participants received due 
recognition in the newspaper published the follow- 
ing morning and acquired the glory attendant 
thereto. 

For some reason these dips were discontinued 
in 1968. 

The Club's esteemed sauna philosopher James 
Vanya had the following article published in the 
Dolphin Log of February 1967. 

PS: On the back cover, readers will find a photo the 
Dolphin Club's 1955 Hike and Dip. 


THE ANNUAL HIKE AND DIP 

Bv James Vanya 

Everv vear tliis group of brave Delphins challengcs the 
icy water of the Pacific Ocean. 

It’s the most thrilling and juyful t'erling to see old and 
young members participatc in this umusual saga. Along the 
shore of the Cliff llousc, with a grey skv and sinister color 
of the water, this group of chccrful Dolphins, topless, with- 
out showing goose pimplos, is jumping audaciously in tho 
cold water, ln a froezing tomporature, the poople anc wait- 
ing for this event, well dressed, but still trembling, ercating 
a puzzling atmosphere arnong the spcctators. Are wo Dol¬ 
phins a different breed of the human race? Ycs, wo are. 

Tt ’s inost amazing, therc’a a group of us, <1 don't liko to 
raention their names, for fear of retaliatorv acta); they 
don’t go in the water all vear around, but on this particular 
day, they risk catching double pneumonia. They like to soc 
their names and piclures in the news. Well, we call Lhem 
“Phonies”, not the genuine Dolphins. The real ones are 
down at the Club, awimining everv day around the covc, not 
intcrested in Publicity. 

The phonies and the genuine Dolphins. thev all form the 
great family of tho Club. 
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Dolphin Log Founding Father 



"October 5 is the deadline for the 
naming of the Club paper. A fifth of 
bourbon to the winner." 

Thus began the legacy of the Dol¬ 
phin Log , in August of 1949. Log 
founder Roland Demarais wrote those 
words three 
months after the 
first regularly 
published ac- 
count of Club 
history and life 
appeared to a 
membership of 
one hundred 
thirty-four 
people. Though 
newsletters, fly- 
ers and single- 
page announce- 
ments had appeared before the latter 
part of 1949, Demarais, who went on 
to serve as Club president for a time 
in the 1950s, was the first to publish a 
regulär journal of Club events. "He 
deserves all the credit for it." says Walt 
Schneebeli, Club historian. Fifty years 
later, the Log continues its mission of 
witnessing the collective life of the 
membership and their times. 

Apparently there were no takers 
for Demarais' bacchanalian offer, so he 
stuck with the name and began to 
grow the content of the Log and add 
production value, researching and 
writing most of the material himself. 
The Log was mimeographed in its first 
years, and member Vince Kelly con- 
tributed his line drawings and his time 
with reproducing and distributing the 
editions. As the magazine and the 
membership grew in the 50s and early 
60's, member Freddy Herms occasion- 
ally assisted DeMarais by contributing 
articles. The first photograph was 


printed in the July 1953 issue and the 
Log went to reproduction on a print- 
ing press around this time. It grew in 
page length and was published up to 
12 times a year. 

Sponsored by his uncle Andy 
Dünne, a San 
Francisco fire 
fighter, Dema¬ 
rais joined the 
Dolphin Club 
in 1946. He had 
been born and 
raised in the 
City and spent 
his early years 
in the Western 
Addition and 
the Mission dis- 
trict, graduat- 
ing from St. James High school (now 
known as Riordan). Alreadv regularly 
involved in several educational jour- 
nals of the time, including editing the 
PTA Journal, the city school adminis- 
trator and union officer immediately 
saw the need to regularly document 
the life of the Club. There was much 
to write about—whether or not to al- 
low card playing at the Club, heated 
debates on board issues of the day and 
coverage of the competitions, exhibi- 
tions and characters of the Club and 
waterfront scene. "The stories we did 
on the Dolphins rowing up in 
Guerneville—I was really happy with 
those," he reminisced recently. Even 
given this aggressive schedule, Dema¬ 
rais still found time to enjoy the Club's 
facilities, swimming regularly and 
rowing at Lake Merced. His bay row¬ 
ing was limited to a few eventful voy- 
ages, one of which ended aboard a 
windswept and waterlogged Wieland, 
which had to be towed into the cove 


by the fishing boat Peggy Ann. He en- 
joved greater moments in the bay as 
opposed to on it, completing 8 Golden 
Gate crossings. 

At two points, in 1952 and again 
in 1955, Demarais served simulta- 
neously as President of the Club and 
Log editor. Was balancing the two tasks 
a daunting effort, not to mention a 
source of political trouble? Demarais 
pauses for a moment, thinking. "No." 
The key to success as both president 
and editor? "(Being) on top of all those 
committees...you have to know the 
people on them well." Demarais con- 
tinued on as editor until 1965, his six- 
teen-year tenure being the longest in 
the Log' s history. He is the only mem¬ 
ber to serve as editor and president at 
the same time. 

Demarais has had a long look at 
what the Log has become since his ten¬ 
ure, and he likes what he sees. "It's im- 
proved a hundred percent. The writ¬ 
ing got better, the whole Log is better." 

From the mimeographs and line 
drawings of the past to desktop Pub¬ 
lishing and a web site now. Log con- 
tributors, photographers and editors 
have created a parade of news, humor, 
adventure and insight for their mem¬ 
bership. War, economic downturns, 
spelling errors, blown deadlines, mis- 
nomers and misquotes have not 
daunted this group of sometime jour- 
nalists through the years, and they 
have weathered these setbacks with 
the love they brought, and bring, to 
their labors. Perhaps in another fifty 
years, a like-minded group of people 
will look back and then forward as we 
do today. For now, the fifth of bour¬ 
bon still Stands on the shelf, awaiting 
a taker. 



Roland Demarais and Walt Schneebeli: 
Founding Log Editor and Club Historian 
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Dolphin Log Editors - The First Fifty Years Compiled by Walt Schneebeli 


DOLPHIN 




DOLPHIN 

LOG 








Roland Demarais: 

May 1949 - September 1965 

1949: Anita Day Hubbard, Ist female 
Dolphin, is given membership. 

1950: Dolphin Club zvins Pacific Ama¬ 
teur Oarsmen Regatta. 

1953: Ist photograph published in Log. 

1963: Szvimmer Jim Small is killed by a 
passing boat as he strokes for thefinish of 
the first Sausalito-to-Club race. 


Dr. Lawrence Witter 
and Michael Lyons: 

December 1965 - April 1968 

1965: Construction completed on Ist 
Club sauna. 

1967: Lieutenant Colonel Stewart Evans 
swims front the Farallon Islands to the 
mainland , becoming the first and only 
human to achieve this feat. 


Dave Hinton: 

September 1968 - 
December 1971 

1968 - Dolphin Club zoins Farallon Island 
to Club relay sivim against South End 
Club by 1 hour twenty minutes. 
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Bill Waiden 


Cynthia Erlich 


Jim Cotton 


Bill Waiden: 

April 1972 - December 1977 

1972: Delphin Steve Cuthbert MIA over 
Vietnam. 

1974: Honorary Life Member Jack La 
Laune , shackled and manacled , tcrws a rozv- 
boatfrom Alcatraz to the Club in less than 
90 minutes. 

1976: Women are allowed the same access, 
Privileges and membership to Club. 

1977: Dolphin Club Centennial Dinner 
held to mark the Club's lOOth birthday. 



DOLPHIN _ __ — -_ToltohT 


Cynthia Ehrlich: 

January 1978 - April 1982 

1979: Dolphin Mens & Women s relay 
teams dominate Maui Channel szvim. 

1980: A transient camping undemeath the 
club accidentally Starts a fire that destroys 
the newly acquired Ariel Club building. 
Many photographs and other archives are 
destroyed. 

1981: The Dolphin Club re-opens toguests 
and visitors. 



Jim Cotton: 

June 1982 - December 1982 





1982: Rowing titan and teacher Lawton 
Hughes dies. 
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Dolphin Club Board Establishes New Fund 
To Preserve Aquatic Park Water Quality 
Dolphins Are Urged to Contribute 

- See Story Page 3 • 



•The (jolden Cjate (from ‘TeCcgrapfi ‘XÜt) Circa 1873 




Frank "Cecco" Mennucci 

1911 -1997 
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Jamie Nelson, Randy Bradner 
& Debra Howard: 

March 1983 - December 1983 

1983: Winter storms destroy tanning area 
known as "The Pit " and severely damage 
the Club's pier. 

Linda Stanley (Braski) and 
Debra Howard: 

March 1984 - March 1985 

1985 - Construction begirts on Aquatic 
Park's east breakwater. 


Jeffery Howard Heth: 

April 1985 - December 1993 

1985: Joe Bruno completes bis 50th 
Golden Gate Crossing. 

1988: Balclutha arrives at Aquatic Park 
for permanent berthing at the Hyde Street 
Pier. 

1989 - Herman Zahler dies as he takes a 
drink in the galley, zvhile helping out on a 
swim. 

1992: Well over a Century old , the plea- 
sure bärge John Wieland is rolled into 
the Club boat shop for a comprehensive 
overhaul. 

Chris Kelly, Kevin Starr and 
Matthew C. Sheridan: 

Fall 1993 - Winter 1994 

1993: Log issued with Ist color cover in 
its history. 

1993: Laura Merkl becomes Ist ivoman to 
win Polar Bear. 

Chris Kelly and 
Matthew C. Sheridan: 

Spring 1995 - Present 

1997: Fully overhauled and refurbished, 
the John Wieland is launched. 

1997: Dolphin Frank "Cecco" Mennucci dies. 

1998: Dolphin Club web site is posted 
online. 




Jeffrey Howard Heth 



Chris Kelly 
Roland Demärais 
Matthew C. Sheridan 
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The Dolphin Fleet 

The People and History 
Behind Our Club Boats 


Written by Walt Schneebeli 

with help from Mark O'Hara and Matthew C. Sheridan 



JOHN WIELAND — A Six-oared Barge. Built by Al Rogers of 
Alameda and received by the club in June of 1887, the JOHN 
WIELAND has been the queen of the Dolphin fleet since its 
arrival. 

John Wieland, who is credited with the founding of the 
Dolphin Club, came to Philadelphia in 1849 as an immigrant 
from Germany. Early in 1851 he caught "gold fever" and 
made the journey to California, where he mined in the region 
of the south fork of the Yuba River. 

Having been successful in his search for gold, he moved 
to San Francisco and went into the baking business. Wieland 
later bought into the prospering Philadelphia Brewery and 
finally became its sole proprietor. It was the largest and most 
successful such business on the Pacific Coast during that 
time. 

John Wieland was burned to death in his home in January 
of 1885 at age 55. The bärge, JOHN WIELAND , was given to 
the Dolphin Club by the Wieland family. 




VIKING — A Double , built in 2915. The Dolphin Club's master 
boatbuilder, Jon Beilinski, submitted an article for Wooden 
Boat Magazine in 1981 that said: "In 1915 two of the carpenters 
who worked in the Car Barn on Washington Street decided to 
build a two-man rowing boat in their spare time. She was 
named the VIKING , and spent the first twenty years of her life 
in northern Coastal California on the Russian River. After one 
of the builders, who was also her owner, died, the survivor 
donated the boat to the Dolphin Club." 

CHARLES FARRELL — A Double , built in 1917. Charles "Pop" 
Farrell was born in San Francisco in June of 1868. He joined 
the Dolphin Club in May of 1891. For most of his membership 
period Pop was involved in the struggle to secure Black Point 
Cove, now known as Aquatic Park, as a public recreation 
area. (See "History of Aquatic Park, Part I", Spring 1999 issue 
and Part II, page 16 of this issue.) This dream was realized 
shortly before Pop's death in February of 1933 at the age of 64. 
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JAMES CRONIN — A Double , built in 1938. James John Cronin 
was born in San Francisco in August, 1866, and joined the 
Dolphin Club in May of 1891. A club member for sixty-four 
years, Jim, at one time or another, held practically every 
Dolphin Club office, including president, and served as Club 
Treasurer for decades. He did not miss a Club-to-Ocean Beach 
Hike from the first one in 1892 until the 1950's. Jim was secre- 
tary of the Pacific Association of Amateur Oarsmen (P.A.A.O.) 
for thirty-five years, participating in just about every associa- 
tion social or athletic event held from 1891 until his death. Jim 
Cronin died in January of 1956 at the age of 89 and was sorely 
missed by the Dolphin Club's entire membership. 

LAWTON HUGHES —A Double , built in 1938. Lawton Hughes 
was born in San Francisco in December of 1899 and joined the 
Dolphin Club in March 1919. Like Jim Cronin, Lawton was 
totally committed to the Dolphin Swimming and Boating 
Club, holding many club Offices: President in 1938 and 1966, 
Rowing and Swimming Commissioner for many years, and 
Treasurer for over two decades. He was sculling Champion of 
the Pacific Coast in his dass in the 1920's and 1930's and swam 
the Club Golden Gate Swim fourteen times. An aquatic leg¬ 
end, Lawton Hughes died in August of 1982 at the age of 82. 

SYD FOSTER — A Single , built in 1948. Sydney Foster was 
born in San Francisco in July 1892, and joined the Dolphin 
Club in March of 1913. Sid participated in many Club Golden 
Gate Swims, winning the swim in 1921, 1922, and 1924. Sid 
was one of the first to swim from the Club, around Alcatraz, 
and back. A sixty-year member of the Club, Syd died in June, 
1973, at the age of 80. This is the only boat in the fleet that has 
a mispelled Stern piece. Syd's ashes were scattered at the 
Golden Gate. 

DON BAGGLANI —A single, built by Bill Richards in 1948 in the 
Dolphin Club boathouse. Don Baggiani, who joined the Dolphin 
Club in March of 1935, was a successful Commission merchant 
at the S.F. Produce Market for forty-five years. A member of 
the Dolphin Club for sixty-three years, Don was an enthusias- 
tic swimmer and handball player. He swam the Golden Gate 
several times and served as both Swimming and Handball 
Commissioner. The Spring 1999 Dolphin Log issue featured, as 
a tribute, a photo of Don's boat containing many of his athlet¬ 
ic trophies. Don died in January of 1999 at the age of 91. 

DINO LANDUCCI — A single , built by Bill Richards in 1948 in 
the Dolphin Club boathouse. Dino joined the Dolphin Club in 
February 1935 and was one of the few hardy souls who held 
the Dolphin Club together during the difficult WW II and 
postwar years of the 1940's. Rowing and handball were Dino's 
sports and he pursued them almost until the time of his death 
in February of 1995. A sixty-year member of the Dolphin Club, 
Dino was 88 years. 

THE GOOD LUCK — A Single , given to the Club by Gordon Cook 
and delivered on February 26, 1976. Gordon Cook joined the 
Dolphin Club in May of 1960. Gordon specified that his name 
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be left off of the boat's Stern piece, but after his death his 
name was added. Gordon was a prominent Bay Area artist 
and teacher of art. He was a rower, swimmer, and Dolphin 
Club president. Gordon Cook died in August of 1985 at age 
57. 

JOE BRUNO — A Single, built in 1988 by Jon Beilinski and the 
boathouse crew. Joe Bruno joined the Dolphin Club in 
September of 1933. Participating in many sports, but espe- 
cially swimming, Joe became the all-time superathlete of the 
Club, completing an unbelievable sixty-one Golden Gate 
Swims from 1933, when the Golden Gate Bridge was still 
under construction, to 1993. He also swam in the old 
Chronicle Gate Swim and in other swims too numerous to 
include here. His sixty-one Gate crossings are featured in The 
Guinness Book of Records. Joe is "taking it easy" these days in 
his home in Burlingame and is missed by all his swimming 
buddies. 



"CECCO" FRANK MENNUCCI A Single, built in 1988 by Jon 
Beilinski and creiv at the satne time as the JOE BRUNO. Frank 
joined the Dolphin Club in March of 1941. Frank Mennucci's 
Services to the Club are too numerous to list here. Frank was 
a swimmer, handball player, oarsman, and connoisseur of 
food, drink, and other earthly delights. Cecco died in 
December of 1997 at the age of 88. The Club has still not 
recovered from his death and he remains the central charac- 
ter in many Club tales and reminiscences. 

THE "HORSE" — A Single, built in 1974. Emilio "Horse" 
Massucco joined the Dolphin Club in February of 1948. Horse 
was born and lived most of his life in North Beach and 
worked as a longshoreman for many years. Horse Massucco 
paid for all the materials used in his namesake, which was 
crafted by Herman Zahler and christened on October 26, 
1974. Emilio Massucco died in January of 1988 at the age of 
74. 



STU EVANS — A Single , built in 1981. Major Stewart Evans 
joined the Dolphin Club in August of 1966 and entered our 
swimming program immediately, coming in llth out of 68 in 
the Gate swim of 1966. At 12:02 p.m. Monday, August 28, 
1967 the then Lt. Col. Stewart Evans landed at Point Bolinas, 
13 hours, 44 minutes, and 52 seconds after entering the water 
at the Southern Farallone Island, the first and only person to 
swim from the Farallones to the mainland. Prior to this his- 
toric swim, Stu Evans swam the Catalina Channel (23 miles) 
in August of 1959. In October of 1995 I met the son of Stewart 
Evans, who told me that his father had died on January 9, 
1977 at Fort Dix, New Jersey. 

JIM SMALL — A Single, built in 1981. Jim Small joined the 
Dolphin Club in September of 1961 and won the Golden Gate 
Swim that same year. On October 20,1963 while attempting a 
Sausalito swim with other Dolphins, he was Struck by a fish¬ 
ing boat that severed both of his legs. Although he survived 

(Continued on paqe 18) 
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AMENDMENT 

S» Fcokxx ScpttmWr LL 1907. 

AMENDMENT TO CONSTTTUTTON AND BY-LAWS 
RELAT1NG TO SWKWC FUND: 

That iKe perccnUgc Io be liken trom die gna Htdpa oi eacb nweftng bc 
diangcd kam len per cenllo »wenty-iive per etrX 

C M FARÄU. 

L D. WEIN AND. 

W. A. REMENSfTRGÖl 
JAS J CRONtN 
C A. KENNIFF 


A Yaclit Hide und Clam Hake will be hold at Paradiae 



| Cove, Siuiday, October 13, 1007, Icavrng dub ’rmur at 1000 a. bl 


t 


Don’t formet Private Masquerade Io be given by chib on Saturday evening. November 
9. 1907. at Lyric HalL 


Youn my truly. 

W. BUSH. President. 


* 

1 




L D. WEIN AND. Secrtlary. 




Yacht Ride and Clam Bake — Paradise Cove, Sunday, October 13, 1907 By Walt Schneebeli 

This fine looking pod of Dolphins should look happy; the tickets went for a buck apiece. If you look closely, three Dolphin “heavies” are to be 
seen, they are Frank Staib, Jim Cronin, and Joe Keenan. Many other members pictured, may be seen on the walls of the Sancimino Room. 
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The Golden Gate Swim - 50 Years Ago 


Right photo, from left to right: 
Fred Herms, Walt Schneebeli, 
Walt Taylor, Bill Schroeder, and 
Joe Paoli. 

Opposite page, top photo, left to 
right: Cliff Quist, Joe Paoli, Don 
Biaggiani, Remo Tocchini, Pete 
Salvata, and Max Weber. 

Opposite page, lower photo: Gate 
Swim winner: Ray Carmassi. The 
vessels used to ferry swimmers 
was an LT365 Army Tug. 



From left to right,back rozv: Antone Gelardi, Greg Degear, Marty Vermeiden, Joe Mares, E. "Shoes" Schunemann, Ray Carmassi, Paul 
Silvester, Don Baggiani, Remo Tocchini, Joe Bruno, Cliff Quist, Jim Healy, Don Mozzetti, Ted Monell, Walt Taylor, Fred Herms, Walt 
Schneebeli, Bill Schroeder, Leonard J. Gelardi, Bill Brennan, Leonard Gelardi Jr., Joe Paoli, Pete Salvato, Bill Mahood Sr.. Middle rozv: 
Jim Cronin, Mel Scontrino. Front Rozv: Raymond Baggiani, Ray Dufour, John McElroy, Jim Morino, Tom Guilfoy, Wayne Alexander, 
Ray Sangalli, Ed Kenny, Roland Demarais, Bill Mahood Jr., Frank Adams, Ray Morino. 
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bwimming Dolphins w 



»wim across Golden G*te. »hows Donald Morzetti (lefl)» w ^° 
finished third. and Jimmy Moreno. second. ihe stroke ihat took him 
acrost ihe thannel in 30 minute» 16 «econdi. Thirty-one awimmer» 
fmithed the swim from Fort Point to Lime Rock yesterday. 



Carmassi I 
Grabs Swim 

_9/'0/t95ö 

i Ray Carmassi justified predic- 
lions yesterday by winning the 
thirty-third annual Golden Gate 
I swim of the Dolphin Club, but 
19 year old Jimmy Moreno pro- 
vided an upset by finlshing sec¬ 
ond. Times were slow. Carmassi 
leading thirty other swimmers 
across ln 30 mlnutes, 16 seconds, 

I eight minutes ahead of the run- 
nerup. Carmassi’s time last year 
was 25:58. 

Moreno touched Lime Rock 
38:15; Donald Mozzett came in 
third at 38:47, and Lenny Gelardl, 
counted upon to flnish second 
again as he had last year, was 
fourth at 39:42. 

The swimmers dove off the 
LT 367, Army tug, at 10:20, from 
a point just inside the Golden 
Gate Bridge off Fort Point. Walt 
Taylor, the last one in, made 'Jt 
in 75:15. i 

Paul Sylvester, who completed 
a quarter Century of crossings 
wlth his twenty-fifth swim, made 
elghteenth. 

Order of flnish: 

Ray Carmassi. 30 10; Jlra Morone, 38.5; 
Donald Mozzettl, 38.47; Leonard Galirdi, 
39.42; J:>e Bruno. 39.50; Jim liealy, 41.07; 
Buy bungalll. 41.59; ClHf Quiat, 41.50; Bill 
ßcliroeder, 43 45; Wayna Alexandar, 44.32. 

Martin Vermuelien, 47.10; Tom Gutlfoy, 
47.iS; Pale öalvato, 47.30: Bhoea Schu- 
marneau. 49.32: Ted Monel!, 50.50; Joe 
Maies, 51.21: Mel Bcontrlno, 53.04; Paul 
SHvest er. 53.07; Walt 8chmechell, 54.38; 
Fred Herrn*. 58. li. 

Anto. e Gelardl, 58.13; Frank Adam*. 
58.37; Roland Donarala. 61.24; Remo 
Tocchlnt, 62 13; John McElroy, 62.33; Rill 
Mahoad, • 63.02; Ray Dutour, 63.14: Don 
Baggini, 61.13; Leonard J. Gelardl. 61.25; 
blll Brennen, 72.10; Walt Tiiylor, 75.15. 
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The Day We Almost Lost the Wieland 

By Jim Morino and Walt Schneebeli 


A nyone who has gazed over the 
sleek lines and glossy tinish of the 
present'day Wieland cannot help 
hut he impressed. When one comes to 
understand her stories and those of the 


day the authorities decided to open the 
eastern side of the island. Jim recalls the 
details this way: 

The reason for the trip to Angel 
Island on that Sunday was the opening of 
the island to the puhlic for the day. 


set sail at about 5:00 p.m. for the Dolphin 
Club. 1t was calm water until we passed 
the island, then all hell broke loose. The 
bay was like the North Atlantic—waves 
four-toTive'feet high. An extremely 



people who have rowed her, perhaps a 
fuller measure of admiration for her will he 
in order. 

Crack 
rower/swimmer Jim 
Morino relates here 
a story of the 
Wieland that few 
present day 
D o I p hin s have 
heard or read about. 

The date was 
Sunday, September 
21, 1952. 

At this time 

Angel Island was under the control of the 
US military. The island was considered 
“surplus property” after functioning as an 
embarkation point for over a quarter miU 


The club was invited to participate in an 
exhibition swim. The swimmers were 
transported about a half mile out from the 
east side of the 
island by a water 
taxi, and swam back 
to the beach. The 
swimmers were list- 
a s f o 11 o w s : 
Roland Demarais, 
Jim Barron, Tom 
Troneum, Abe 
Levinsky, Jim 
Morino, Bob 
Nielsen and Joe 
Bruno. Our training staff was: Lawton 
Hughes, Emilio “The Horse” Massucco, 
Harvey Murray, and our coxswain, 85- 
year-old Jimmy Cronin. We spent the rest 


strong wind was blowing from the west. 
Our coxswain Jimmy Cronin was from the 
old school, vvhere the shortest distance 
hetween two points is a straight line. This 
was bad news for the Wieland and her crew. 

We were getting hit broadside and 
water was pouring over the gunnels faster 
than we could bail. Those who weren’t 
rowing kept bailing with anything that 
resembled a vessel. Lawton Hughes kept 
telling Cronin to “hit the waves on a 45 
degree angle,” and to head for the Ferry 
huilding. 

Jimmy kept yelling “Feather high, 
boys, feather high,” which was impossible 
in that weather. Then suddenly it hap- 
pened: we sank to the gunnels. The crew 
was now in the water, hanging to the side 
of the Wieland. We had only one life pre- 




lion personnel on their way to the war in 
the Pacific. After the war, local activists 
like Caroline Livermore and the National 
Park Serv ice set out to make portions of 
the island open to the public. The Wieland 
and her crew experienced their ordeal on a 


of the day enjoying the festivities on the Server and we put that on Jimmy, 
island. The fog was Start ing to come through 

Both swimmers and rowers climbed the channel and it was cold. We were wor- 
aboard the Wieland in the aftemoon. We ried about old Jimmy—he didn’t look well. 

Top mv, leß to right: Jim Morino , Jim Barron Joe Bruno , Roland Demarais , and Tom Troneum. Bottom, 
left to right: Jimmy Cronin , Lawton Hughes , Abe Levinsky , Emelio "Horse" Massucco , and Bob Nielsen. 
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Ist Diamond Dolphin Located 

by Walt Schneebeli 


Thanks to member Rieh 
Cooper's diligent Internet search, the 
club's first 75-year "Diamond 



Dolphin" member has been discov- 


longest running membership of 71 
years was attained by Carl 
Ludemann in 1991. 

Gerald Murray joined the 
Dolphin Club on July 8th, 1925 at 
age 21. 

He was employed as a clerk for 
the Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of New York. Düring the mid-1920's, 
he met Virgil Anderson, who was 
also employed by Mutual of New 
York. Virgil is the only active 
Dolphin who remembers Gerald 
Murray. 
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1877 John Wieland from 

Würtemberg (now part of Germany), 
along with Valentine Kehrlein, from 
Bavaria, and four of Kehrlein’s sons, 
born in San Francisco, found the 
Dolphin Club. Membership is limited to 
25, and a small shed at the foot of what 
is now Leavenworth Street is used as a 
clubhouse. Wieland wants a place for 
his sons to get healthy exercise and 



1911 Hazel Lagenour becomes the 

first woman to swim the Golden Gate, 
August 11. #1 


1915 The concept for Aquatic Park 

is approved. 


1917 The first Golden Gate group 
swim is organized by the Dolphin Club. 
Of the 24 swimmers who Start the swim, 


TIME 


1925 Les Hendry becomes the first 

Dolphin to row, in a single, from the 
Club to Sacramento. 


1 92 7 The Dolphin Club and South 

End Club are moved from the foot of 
Van Ness to the foot of Larkin Street. 


1931 The first pilings for the 

pier (Muni Pier) are driven. 


new 



socialize. The first "Ladies Day & 

Rowing Regatta" is held at Black Point 
Cove, later to be known as Aquatic Park 
Cove. 

1879 Dolphin Club rowers win the 

first "Pacific Amateur Rowing 
Association" Regatta. 


1883 


Membership limit is increased 


to 40. 


1896 A two-story clubhouse at the 

foot of Van Ness is completed. 


23 finish. Thereafter, the swim becomes 
an annual Club event. 

1923 Hyde Street Pier built by 

Southern Pacific for its car fernes. 

Charles M. Farrell is instrumental in get- 
ting it built. Ferryboats take autos and 
passengers to Sausalito and Berkeley 
from the Pier for several years. 

1925 Black Point Cove becomes the 

property of the City of San Francisco. 


193 7 The clubs are jacked up and 
moved on rollers from their site at the 
foot of Larkin Street to their current site 
at the foot of Hyde Street. The clubs still 
own their buildings at this point and pay 
nothing to the City in rent. The City 
agrees to pay $3,800, the cost of moving 
the clubs, in return for the clubs' deed- 
ing their buildings to the City and sign- 
ing tenancy agreements with the City. 


1939 


Aquatic Park opened to the public. 
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LINE 


1939-45 Aquatic Park serves as 

a military headquarters 


1949 The Dolphin Log makes its 

debut. Roland Demarais will edit the 
publication for 17 years, becoming the 
longest-mnning Log editor. Anita Day 
Hubbard works tirelessly with the local 
press to gain positive coverage of the 
Club. An active swimmer and rower her¬ 
seif, she is made an honorary member 
of the Club with full Privileges. *2 


1950 The Aquatic Park boathouse is 

leased to the Maritime Museum 
Association. The Dolphin Club wins the 
Pacific Association of Amateur Oarsmen 
(PAAO)Regatta. 


1953 The Fort Satter, a riverboat 

built in 1912, is pulled up next to the 
South End and the Dolphin Club. 


1959 The Fort Satter, now ground- 

ed at the westem end of the Cove, is 
burned to the waterline, allegedly by 
members of the South End Rowing Club, 
fed up with waiting for action by the 
owner. 


1960 


First organized Alcatraz swim. 



1974 Honorary life member Jack 

LaLanne, shackled and manacled, tows a 
rowboat from Alcatraz to the Club in 
less than 90 minutes. 


1975 The Golden Gate National 

Recreation Area (GGNRA) is formed 
from an assortment of Bay Area parks 
and seashores. The state transfers 
Aquatic Park, with its expensive restora- 
tion projects on schooners like the C.A. 
Thayer and Wcipama and the tugboat 
Eppleton Hall, to the better-funded fed¬ 
eral government. 

1976-77 Women are admitted as 
members to the two clubs. The South 
End and Dolphin Clubs are required to 
sign separate leases with the City. Each 
club's lease is to run for an initial 25- 
year period, with one renewal Option of 
24 years. By managing their operations 
themselves, the clubs relieve the San 
Francisco Recreation and Park 
Department of this task, while helping 
the department attain its mission of pro- 
viding recreational opportunities for San 
Franciscans. 

1979 Dolphin men's and women's 

relay teams dominate the Maui Channel 
swim. #4 


1965 Two 100-gallon water heaters 

are installed at the Club, allowing easier 
year-round training for swims. 

1967 Lieutenant Colonel Stewart 
Evans swims from the Farallon Islands 
to Point Bolinas (20 miles north of San 
Francisco), becoming the First and only 
person to achieve this feat. The swim 
of 19.57 miles begins at 10:17 p.m. on 
August 27th and finishes at 12 p.m. 
the next afternoon, at water tempera- 
tures ranging from 56 to 58 degrees. 
Several pilot rowboats and other craft 
accompany the swimmer. #3 


1980 A transient camping under- 

neath the San Francisco Rowing Club 
(formerly the Ariel Club) accidentally 
Starts a fire that destroys the Club build- 
ing, newly acquired by the Dolphin 
Club, which is right next door. Many 
photographs and other archives are 
destroyed. #5 

1985 Joe Bruno completes his 50th 

Golden Gate Crossing. 

1988 The schooner Balclutha 

arrives at Aquatic Park for permanent 
berthing at the Hyde Street Pier. 



#5 


A group of Dolphin women 
swimmers are the first American feniale 
team to cross the English Channel. 

1992 The John Wieland is rolled 

into the club’s boat shop for a compre- 
hensive overhaul. 

1997 Fully overhauled and refur- 

bished, the John Wieland is relaunched. 

1998 The Dolphin Club Web site is 

posted online. 

1999 The Dolphin Club signs a 

lease renewal with the City of San 
Francisco that will expire in 2028. 

2002 The Dolphin Club celebrates 
its 125th anniversary and its first female 
members attain “Life Member” Status. 
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FEATURE 


JIMMY CRONIN 

Bv Walt Schneebeli 


“A cheerful and bantering five foot four, Jimmy was friendly 
with just about everyone and for his almost 65 years as a 



Dolphin was a sparkplug of every important Club activity.” 

sked/Qmch Dolphin I remember most vividly since I 
bme/ :he Club in 1948, I would, without hesitation, name 
jaades John Cronin. A cheerful and bantering five foot 
Jour, Jimmy was friendly with just about everyone and for 
hi* almost 65 years as a Dolphin was a sparkplug of every 
important Club activity. 

Jimmy Cronin was born in San Francisco August 17, 
1866, and attended city schools. While in school, he rose 
at dawn to take the reins of a two-wheeled, one-horse 
sulky and deliver the San Francisco Chronicle. Then with 
school done for the day, he swung up on a saddle horse 
and rode a delivery route for the old San Francisco Report. 
Once the Report folded, Jimmy spent the summer months 
in Sacramento working as a page in the California Senate. 

Upon graduating from the City’s Commerce High, 
Jimmy went to work in the sugar refining business, where 
he enjoyed a 54-year career. He retired, at age 72, as 
Director of Shipping for the Western Sugar Refinery. 

Jimmy joined the Dolphin Club in May, 1891, with his 
schoolmate and friend, Charles “Pop” Farrell, another 
Dolphin of note who played a principal role in the devel¬ 
opment of today’s Aquatic Park. 

In 1896, at age 30, Jimmy married his childhood 
sweetheart, Sarah Kelly. Like him, she was the child of 
Irish immigrants. They settled in the Cole Valley neigh- 
borhood. With new responsibilities as husband and father, 
Jimmy gave up memberships in the Olympic Club, the 
Hibernians, and the Corinthian Yacht Club, and put all his 
social and athletic energies into the Dolphin Club. His two 
sons, James Jerome and Jack, in their turn, also joined the 
Club and became Dolphin Life Members. 

Into his early 80s Jimmy still regularly rowed, an activ¬ 
ity he enjoyed for over 60 years. Düring many of those 
decades, he served as an officer of both the Pacific 
Athletic Association (PAA) and the Pacific Association of 
Amateur Oarsmen (PAAO). 

He also swam, completing the Club’s first two Golden 
Gate Swims in 1917 and 1918 and served thereafter as the 


Cronin 1910 
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Mrs. Gladys Hughes and Cronin, with potato 


swim’s official Starter. Each year, after assuring the tense 
and eager swimmers that all would go well, he raised his 
Starters pistol to Signal the Start of the swim. And year 
after predictable year, the pistol fizzled, sputtered, and 
failed to fire, leaving Jimmy to fiddle with it, swearing he’d 
get it to work in a second or two, until some shivering 
soul shouted “Start!” and sent the swimmers on their way. 

Jimmy made the convivial Hike and Dip from the Club 
to Ocean Beach for 62 consecutive years. He even played 
handball in the Club before any courts had been built, 
fashioning a makeshift court in the locker room by using 
a wall as the court’s front surface and lockers as side walls, 


and slapping around a tennis ball instead of a Standard 
handball. 

Jimmy Cronin became ill with pneumonia late in 1955 
and passed away January 17, 1956. He was 89. A bright 
center to the Club had gone out. 

/ am indebted to the late Life Member, and my swimming Partner, 
Harr)> Fields (1910-1980), for mach of the material used in 
this article; 
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E VERY YEAR THIS GROUP of brave Dolphins 
challenges the icy water of the Pacific Ocean. 
It’s the most thrilling and joyful feeling to see old 
and young members participate in this unusual 
saga. Along the shore, below the Cliff House, 
with a gray sky and the water dark and sinister, 
this group of cheerful Dolphins, wearing only 
bathing trunks, but without showing goose pim- 
ples, jumps audaciouly into the cold water. In a 
freezing temperature, this creates an atmosphere of 
puzzlement among the spectators waiting for the 
dip to begin, for they are trembling in a cold 



wind, even though wearing coats and hats. They 
are puzzled. Are we Dolphins a different breed of 
the human race? Yes, we are. 

-James Vanya from the LOG, February 1967 

The Hike and Dip from the Dolphin Club to Ocean 
Beachy by way of the Presidio, ending with a short dip 
in the Pacific, was held for 77years. In its finalyears, 
in the 1960s and early 70s, it received a motorcycle 
escort, courtesy ofthe San Francisco Police Depart¬ 
ment. A breakfast at the Cliff House was the reward 
for the intrepid band ofhikers and dippers. 
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I ik e and Dip 
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Aquatic Park, known as North Beach when 
this photo was taken, CA1870, Pioneer 
Woolen Mills (rt center), Neptune Baths 
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SOME THINGS 
NEVER CHANGE 

A colorful commentaiy on the goings-on 
on our sacred bathing beach du ring the year 
of the Club s inception — 1817. 


Edited and researched by Walt Schneebeli 


The Afternoon Splash — 
Disgraceful Scenes II itnessed 
at North Beach 

O NE WHO VISITS the bathing Stretch 
at North Beach on a pleasant after¬ 
noon cannot avoid the impression 
that San Francisco is encouraging the rise 
of an Institution beside which the indecen- 


cies of the Jardin Mabille in Paris or the 
disgusting revels of some of the Oriental 
barbarians with whom sensualism is reli- 
gion are mild improprieties. The scenes 
enacted in the locality are the more dis¬ 
graceful and reprehensible for the reason 
that they occur in a community claiming 
the higher civilization and making some 
pretension to superficial morality, if noth¬ 
ing more. 
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As intimated in an article yesterday, 
sea bathing has become more than cver a 
populär diversion during the present sea- 
son and is indulged by both sexes at 
North Beach. During the early morning 
hours a respectable Company may be met 
at the bathing ground, larger or smaller as 
the conditions of the wcather may invite. 
The bathing dresses of the ladies who 
participate are generally neat and modest 
and more often graceful; while the gentle- 
men observe the same rules of propriety 
in their dress. 

But in the afternoon, the place seems 
given over amost exclusively to the 
unchaste revels of a horde of abandoncd 
people gathered from the dens of vice in 
all parts of the city. After the waters have 
been polluted by such a saturnalia, any 
person with the fastidiousness of a buz- 
zard would certainly await the flow of a 
tide before an immersion. 

During this portion of aquatic diver¬ 
sion, little regard is given to proprieties of 
bathing attire, though some of the 


females, with characteristic tendency to 
tawdrv display, arrav themselves in gor- 
geous costumes. As for the male portion 
of this choice collection, very few of them 
go to the extravagance of what rriight be 
styled a bathing dress at all. They adjust a 
flaming piece of apparel furnished by the 
proprietor of the baths, and denominated 
“trunks,” that would fall short of meeting 
an Apache Indians sense of decencv by 
considerable. Then there are a few who 
consider this gauzy encumbrance a super- 
fluity, as not unfrequently noticed. The 
antics executed in the water by the het- 
erogeneous of both sexes mav be better 
left to the imagination. 

Along the stoop in front of the bath 
houses are usuallv collected groups of 
brazen-faced, jewelery bedecked females 
whose manners and appearance well 
bespeak their calling. Thev smoke their 
cigarettes, take an occasional pull of a 
flask, enjoy the vulgär spectacle of the 
bathers, and bandv coarse jests with the 
muscle men, who pass them to and fro 


from the dressing rooms. 

Respectable people, particularly ladies, 
do not patronize the baths at North 
Beach after the early morning hour. If 
they do, through misapprehension, ven¬ 
ture into the enclosure, they discover 
their mistake very specdily and escape the 
contamination with all celerity. ln short, 
the afternoon bath at North Beach may 
be denominated a disgrace to the city, 
and the moral effect is bad in the Superla¬ 
tive degree. 


The Doephin Club 
Building Fund 

I n opportunity to support the long-tcrm 
Capital needs ofyour Club through 
a tax-deductible contribution orgift. 

for additional Information contact: 

Mark McKcc mmckcc^trisun ny.com 
Sunny McKcc smckcc(* trisunny.com 
Mcg Reil ly mcgrcillyu&a^hotmail.com 
Amhonv DuComb aduComb^dircctinternet.com 
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at the Shangri-la 
Ix)s Altos, fifty or morc 
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•et 16 th 
cnic Grounds 
ilphins who haven’t 
ordeal of the Ritual 
icc the “justice” 
jhin Court. 

:r their Royal Court 
tunus Jim Cronin 
mes his flaming 
:al out swifl justicc 
>ed as dolphins and 
icir realm. 

; ordcal will feast 
all the trimmings 
. and his crew. 

yal Majesties, 
b NeptunutRejo 


In 1949, inductees Walt Schneebeli, third 
from left, Jim Morino, secondfrom right, 
Roland Dernarais, fifth from right , and 
Antone Gelardi, front row second from 
right, becorne bona fide Dolphins. 

Center: Dolphin initiates party at Paradise 
Beach, Marin in 1950. 

Bottom: Circa 1916, newly minted Dolphins 
sit at the feet of the Rex and Regina Neptunus 
and their accompanying courtiers. 
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COURTESY OF 
WALT SCHNEEBELI 

100 

YEARS 

AGO 

TODAY 

Dolphin Club Clambake 
October 13, 1907 
Notables: Fifth row from front 
and fourth person from right: 
Jimmy Cronin (in jacket with 
moustache). Second row center, 
with jacket: Frank Staib. 
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Excerpted from the San Francisco Chronicle 
July 29,1893 

If you don’t know how to swim learn 
just as quickly as you can. We are all 
likely to need the knowledge before 
we die, and if we don’t have it there is 
always a possibility that we will die 
before what might otherwise be our time. 

P. W. Brundin, a well-known and 
competent instructor of swimming, 
has a method particularly attractive. 
You can hang your clothes on a hickory 
limb but you need not go near the 
water. Mr. Brundin says: 

“The best and easiest method of 
learning to swim well is to practice the 
movements first in the air. To carry 
out this ‘dry swimming,’ one should sit 
on the edge of a table high enough so 
the feet may not touch the floor. The 
legs should be stretched out, the wrists 
turned at as sharp an angle as possible, 
the heels together and toes out. 

“Count one and bend the legs as far as 
possible. Let the heels follow, but keep 
the knees entirely apart. 

“Count two and Stretch out the legs 
quickly sidewise as far as they will go. 
Bear carefully in mind that the wrists 
must be kept bent. Bear in mind that 
the water must be shoved by the soles 
of the feet. 

“Count three and bring the legs 
straight together again. 

“After the leg movement has been 
mastered it should be practiced unto 
efficiency. 

“The first position is assumed by 
Stretching the arms out in order to 
correspond with the counting. 

“At one draw them in at the same 
time as the legs, with hands in front of 
the breast, the elbows at the sides, the 
thumbs close to the index fingers so that 
the hands will be dorne shaped. Hold 
the palms downward, not together. 

“At two Stretch the arms quickly 
forward at the same time that the legs 
are stretched and hold them so while 
three is counted, as the latter movement 
only concerns the legs. 

“Count four and carry the arms 
straight outward until the original 
position is assumed. Now turn the 



LEARN 
HOW TO 
SWM 



The Latest & Easiest Method. 
First Practice on the Dry Land. 
Professor Brundin Advances 
Some Entirely Original Ideas. 



hands so that they may shove aside as 
much water as possible. 

“Practice carefully all the above with 
arms and legs separately and afterward 
in unison. 

“When one first goes into the water 
one should use a cork preserver parted 
in the middle, a cork vest or any other 
device used to float upon. Lay the 
breast on the pillow and allow the feet 
to leave the bottom; then float about 
until you feel calm and certain. 

“No one should attempt the movements 
connected with swimming until he is 
certain of being able to control his body, 
for when a nervous man in the water 
loses his support on the bottom his 
fright or uncertainty occasions an 
uncontrollable movement in which the 
toes cramp and press together and turn 
in under the foot, and the wrists are 
stretched. When this is the case, toes 
cleave instead of pushing the water, and 
no progress is made. This easily becomes 
a habit which experience teaches to be 
well nigh impossible to overcome... 

“When you are certain of being able 
to control yourself, begin with the leg 
practice alone. Try to find some surface 
on the water to hold fast to with your 
hands, Stretch your body perfectly 
straight. Look straight ahead. 

“Now count to yourself as in 
swimming in the air. 

“With one bend the legs. 

“Two, Stretch out the legs powerfully. 
“Three, the legs are brought straight 
and powerfully together. 

“The arm movements should also be 
practiced by themselves in the water 
before you attempt the movements with 
both arms and legs. These principles 
of swimming are derived from those 
employed by the frog, which have been 
found to be best applicable to man. Do 
not abandon the use of the swimming 
pillow until the movements are actually 
natural and you find yourself making 
good progress. 

“Then proceed by resting on the 
knees at a suitable depth, and then 
slowly falling forward and energetically 
making the swimming movements. 
Progress will now be rapid. 

— Submitted by Walt Schneebeli 
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The First Over 60 Cove Swirn May 19, 1974 


Photo by Jerry Hawryluk 


Though all these “old timers n are now swimming in calmer waters , maybe some of ouryounger members might like to put a 
face on a few club legends. They are aspictured, placed, and timed. Standing left to right: Robin Kincaid, travel writer, lOth 
34:54; Joe Carroll , longshoreman , 3rd22:00; Frank Drum , longshoreman , (did not swim); Jim Mayall, retired colonel, 4th 
22:37; Vern Louden, refinery operator, 6th 24:47; Hector Stephen , furniture business (and a creamery) 9th 34:53; Linus 
McCaleb, WWII merchant ship captain, 7th 27:40. Seated left to right: Joe Bruno, retired metal worker (with over 60 
Golden Gate swims , a record he still holds), 2nd 21:30; Dan Murphy , retired banker, 5th 23:48; Lou Nagy, U.S. Masters 
champion , Ist 18:04; Joe Weiss, carpenter, oarsman 8th 28:39. 


the meanrime. So we do everything 
smarter, accessing an infinite wealth 
of resources to help us to be on top of 
our game when in pursuit in all our 
physical activities from swimming, 
rowing, biking, running skiing...to 
sex. 

The research to date is encouraging. 

It Supports the hypothesis that, 
regulär activity can be the proverbial 
fountain of youthful appearance, 
self-esteem, overall health, happiness 
and, most importantly, mindset. 

And, we are forever mindful of who 
is in our rear view mirror, the up and 
coming generations, ready to relegate 
us to irrelevance. But, because of our 


strong will (or ego) and knowing the 
consequence of failure, we still think 
we can keep up on a good day and 
on a lucky day.. .crush them. If we 
don’t, well, we can always pull the age 
and weight card. And finally, as we 
mellow, we become a bit delusional, 
believing we are forever, still pretty 
good, because in our minds we are 
just as good as we remember, as if 
it were yesterday. And wasn’t it just 
yesterday? 

It is our lifelong, lifestyle 
commitment to fitness that will 
perpetuate the youthfulness within. 
It’s a mindset with a positive attitude. 

I guess the best analogy of what 


-Walt Schneebeli 


happens to the aging active athletes 
is much akin to a classic conservative 
automobile whose body is affixed atop 
a late model tuned chassis with a high 
performance motor. A real sleeper. 

And today, the over 45 age group, 
the one Im in, is one of the largest, 
most competitive, highly skilled and 
dominant sub groups of swimmers at 
the Dolphin Club. 
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Those Who Swim, Row or Sail Are Boosting 
For Votes for Aquatic Park Bond Issue 

LOVERS OF SPORT FAVOR AQUATIC PARK 



Site at foot of Van Ness Avenue for proposcd aquatic park. Sportsmen are working for 
the passage of the bond issue for its establishment. Photo shows Dolphin Club in its 
old location. On the right is the South End. 

Water Pastimes Will Be Revived if Proposed Bond Issue Is Carried 


Cover Photo - Start of 2009 Santa 
Cruz swim, by Meg Reilly 
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the right to alter the submitted 
material in any way that the 
editors feel will improve the 
material for Log readers. 
Decisions to alter or publish 
submitted material will be the 
decision solely of the editors. 


All true lovers of outdoor sports are actively at work in the interests of the aquatic park for which 
a proviso has been made in the coming bond election. San Francisco is lacking in an open air 
swimming and boating park, which is one of the most populär features in eastern and foreign cities. 
The foot of Van Ness Avenue is the place planned and a more ideal spot for such an amusement 
place could not be found, as the cove formed by Black Point makes a sheltered spot that is hard to 
beat. Here at all times the bay is calm, the water clear and the beach excellent for bathing purposes. 

San Francisco presents no safe anchorag for the numerous yachts that dot the bay. When the tars 
want to pick up their local friends they suffer all kinds of inconveniences for a place to land and 
generally are compelled to have their friends make the trip across the bay in order to board the 
yachts. The park, as planned, will have a landing place for yachting and boating parties. 

For years tne boating clubs of this city, with the exception of the Dolphins, who have always 
been at the foot of Van Ness Avenue, have been buffeted about the bay shore from place to place, 
each succeeding board of harbor commissioners compelling them to move their clubhouses. In this 
little harbor they will be secure from interference and once again rowing will flourish as one of our 
leading sports. 

Swimming has been another neglected pastime that has been overlooked through the lack of a 
proper place for the general public to indulge in that great sport. The new park will be equipped 
with all kinds of life saving apparatus, and the presence of attendants will assure safety to even 
the most enuresome. The surroundings will all be beaufified with lawns and trees and a public 
bathhouse and gymnasium will be erected that will be the delight of all. 

The 1906 Bond Issue to establish Aquatic Park perished along with the Earthquake. It took another 
three attempts, including the one shown here, before a bond was passed. And it tookpressure from the 
Recreation League ofSan Francisco on the Board of Supervisors in 1912 before the first ofseveral pieces of 
land was acquired. Aquatic Park as we know it today was completed in 1917. 

Walt Schneebeli 
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Emil Kehrlein, 

Ist President 1877-1878 

Walter Schneebeli 

A mong the notable Californians 
featured in the San Francisco 
Chronicle in September 1918 
was Emil Kehrlein, the owner of a 
series of theaters throughout the state 
and the first person “to apply music to 
moving pictures.” He had some other 
notable achievements, too. 





Patriarch and club co-founder 
Valentine Kehrlein 


He was, for instance, the first 
President of the Dolphin Swimming 
Club. 

Sometime in the 1870s, two 
German patriarchs, John Wieland, 
a successful brewer, and Valentine 
Kehrlein Sr., a realtor, were looking 
around for a healthy pastime for 
their sons. They found a suitable 
building just below the Kehrlein 
residence, at the junction of Beach 
and Leavenworth streets (it was called 
“Beach” Street for good reason, as it 
lay along the waterfront) and here 
in 1877, they formed the Dolphin 
Club. Membership was limited to 25 
young men, including Emil (22) and 
his three younger brothers, Valentine 
Jr., Joseph, and Boniface, and the two 
Wieland boys, Adolf and Hermann. 

They began by organizing 
dances, picnics, boat trips and rowing 
and swimming events. Emil was part 
of the team that borrowed a boat and 
won the four-oared bärge race in the 
city’s annual regatta in 1879—and this 
at a time when rowing—along with 



Brother - Joseph Kehrlein 


boxing—were the most populär Sports 
in the town. There were even a few 
Professional oarsmen. The only other 
event passed down to posterity during 
Emifs presidency was the “first annual 
ball.” Dinner was served at midnight 
and the dancing continued until dawn. 
(It seems we have lost stamina over the 



Brother - Boniface Kehrlein 


years, although others say this schedule 
allowed guests to return home in 
daylight and avoid being mugged.) 

By 1881, Emil, and possibly 
his brothers, had left the Club, 
although the annals don’t teil us why: 
some dispute among the primarily 
German families who dominated the 
Club’s early days perhaps. It couldn't 
have been because he lost interest in 
waterborne activities, because Emil 
and Val immediately set about helping 
form the Triton Swimming and 
Boating Club close by, where the two 
brothers held various elected positions 
including president and captain. The 
Triton leased a lot 50 feet by 25 feet 
at the foot of Leavenworth where 
they constructed a “commodious 
boathouse.” And then a second one, 
after the first building burned down. 

But in 1899, they were 
both asked to leave. It seems they 
were likely kicked out because they 
were discovered to be directors of the 
Twinkling Star Improvement Group. 
As Emil was a jewelry engraver, that 
would seem an innocuous enough 


concern. However, the Twinkling Star 
was the owner of the newly opened 
Hotel Nymphia at 739 Pacific, where 
the activities of the 300 occupants 
were in accordance with its name. In 
fact the owners initially tried to call 
it the Hotel Nymphomania, but that 
was too much and the police declined 
a permit. It was said to be the largest 
establishment of its kind in the city. 

The Nymphia was raided by 
the police in 1900 and the partners 
were sentenced to six months in jail, 
later reduced to a $250 fine. The 
state-of-the-art bagnio continued 
with the blessings of the City fathers 
until it succumbed to the 1906 fire. 
More, and mind-boggling, details can 
be found in The Barbary Coast by 
Herbert Asbury published in 1933. 

The Triton did not long 
survive after the Kehrleins 5 departure 
and was soon dissolved. A year 
later Valentine and the younger 
siblings once again applied for, and 
were granted, membership of the 
Dolphin Club, but Emil stayed in the 
entertainment world where he started 
an opera house and a string of movie 
theaters, introducing live music to 
accompany silent movies. He died a 
respected gentleman in 1943, aged 88 
years. 



E. KEHRLEIN., SR. 

Kinema Theaters, Orktand, Freino, Lo» Anfele« 


San Francisco Chronicle 
acknowledges Emir Kehrlein 
September 1, 1918 
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been completely successful. When 
the truth emerged, he found refuge 
from the resulting disrepute in the 
distant and former Colonies. 

Lacking J.B. Johnson’s speed, 
Captain Webb substituted exponential 
fortitude. Two weeks before his 
successful Crossing, a fierce storm 
interrupted the first attempt midway 
across the Channel. According to Ms. 
Watson, his exit was “not a moment 
too soon. Fifteen minutes later, the 
sea was in such a rage that the [small 
pilot] boat would have been forced 
away from Webb and he would almost 
certainly have drowned.” Less than 
fourteen days later, he was back in the 
water for a second go. This time, he 
completed the journey and landed near 
Calais in twenty-one hours and forty- 
five minutes. He sustained himself 
with beef tea, beer, and coffee. A 
Supplement of cod liver oil made him 
sick and he vowed not to take it again. 
When he swam into jellyfish, a dose 
of brandy helped to lessen the sting. 

In an exclusive interview with the 
Daily Telegraph Captain Webb said, 

“I went into the water determined 
either to reach the other side or 
sink. All I can say is that I kept 


pegging at it, and it was a terribly 
hard job towards the end, but I was 
determined not to give up as long as 
I had strength to move a limb.” The 
reporter later said, “The captain is a 
bad hand at spinning a yarn, and is 
inclined to be very brief about it.” 

The hero’s reticence left plenty 
of room for others to fill in the 
blanks and they did. From Dover to 
London, people threw banquets and 
gave Speeches in his honor. When 
he arrived in his home county of 
Shropshire, it took him an hour 
and a half to get out of the train 
Station and into a carriage which 
the crowd insisted on pulling 
themselves. By the time they reached 
his birthplace in Dawley, the parade 
was so large that even the livestock 
wanted a peek. Almost 150 years 
later, a replica of Farmer Fletcher’s 
pig graces a brick fence with its 
trotters perched atop the barrier. 

Captain Webb’s accomplishment 
remained unmatched for thirty- 
seven years. Finally in 1911, after 
fifteen failed attempts, Thomas 
Burgess crossed in 22 hours and 35 
minutes. Even now, fewer people 
have successfully completed a solo 


swim of the English Channel than 
have climbed Mt. Everest. For some 
few, the Crossing is a race to set a new 
record. For most of the rest of us, 
it is an opportunity to emulate the 
pioneer’s dogged determination. 

But Captain Webb himself refused 
to rest on his laureis. He participated 
in a series of stunts, at one time 
floating in a tank for 128 hours. His 
last hurrah was an attempt to swim 
through Whirlpool Falls at the foot 
of Niagara. He did not survive. 

Perhaps the age of true human 
marvels is past. Two men recently 
rowed across the Pacific Ocean and 
received a scant few column inches 
in the San Francisco Chronicle. 

The papers of Midwest America 
made no mention at all. Since 
1977, men and women have run 
nonstop each July from Death 
Valley to Mt. Whitney. They 
cover 135 miles and 13,000 feet 
of vertical ascent with no national 
press coverage whatsoever. In fact, 
very few people have even heard 
of the Badwater Ultramarathon, 
much less the name of the first 
person to complete this satanic test. 


John Wieland 

(1829-1885) 

Club Founder 

T he Wieland , the flagship 
of the Dolphin fleet and 
a boat, or “bärge” which 
the fair members of the club have 
rowed successfully against their 
adjacent rivals for the last ?? years, 
is named after one of the two 
patriarchs who founded the club: 
John Wieland was an upstanding 
burgher of early San Francisco 
With many years experience in 
farming and wine-growing already 
under his beit, the 20 year-old 
Wieland, decided to try his luck 
in America. He left his native 
Wurtenburg in 1849 to join his uncle 
in Philadelphia, but this was a time 
when the hottest place on the planet 
was 2,000 miles further west. With 


no ties to bind him, two years later 
the young Wieland took passage 
round the Horn, and, after a stint 
in a bakery, was soon panning for 
gold on the South Fork of the Yuba 
River near Nevada City. He did very 
well. Within six months he had saved 
enough to come to San Francisco, 


ei;* 



where he bought a partnership in a 
bakery. A few years later he swopped 
baking for brewing creating the 
Philadelphia Brewery, and would 
soon become the sole owner of the 
largest brewery west of St Louis. 

The brewery, together with the 
Wieland home, was located on 
Rincon Hill at the corner of 2nd 
St and Folsom. This was the most 
exclusive part of town and the 
prospect of a brewery did not sit well 
with his neighbors. But when one of 
them offered to buy his land, Wieland 
responded by offering to buy theirs. 
The negotiations went nowhere. 

Between his successful business 
ventures, he found time and energy 
to marry and to father eleven children 
and by 1877, with his restless sons 
approaching maturity in the midst of 
a restless town, he looked around for 
an outlet for their energies. Rowing 
was the Sport of the time. There 
was an assortment of rowing clubs 
south of market for amateurs and 
Professional oarsman, who, spurred 
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on by gamblers, would race their 
Whitehalls along the waterfront. 

Everyone in San Francisco was 
an immigrant from somewhere, 
and naturally, there were strong 
affiliations to those of a similar 
language and culture. Wieland 
turned to a fellow German and 
neighbor, Valentin Kehrlein Sr., 
who had sons of a similar age (see 
Dolphin Log, Summer 2010), to find 
a healthy occupation for their sons. 
The two patriarchs got together in 
August 1877 to create the Dolphin 
Swimming and Boating Club, and 
leased a small cabin at the foot of 
Leavenworth Street. Originally, they 
had considered the Adelphi Club, 
maybe because of the Philadelphia 
connection, But that evolved, perhaps 
via the genus Delphinus, to the 
Dolphin Club. Two of Wieland’s 
sons, Hermann and Adolf, were 
charter members. Charles, Robert, 
and John Henry, who went on to be 
Club President, would soon follow. 

In 1885, Albert the youngest son 
was filling a toy steam engine with 
kerosene in the family home when 
it caught fire. His father together 
with Hermann and daughter Bertha i 
rushed to the rescue. Their clothes 
ignited and all received extensive 
burns. John Wieland, now 55, 
and his daughter never recovered. 
Wieland had become a leading 
member of the community and 
thousands turned out to pay their 
respects. Among the pall bearers 
were City fathers, sugar titan Claus 
Spreckels and several Dolphins. 

None of Wieland’s children 
stayed with the Dolphin Club long 
and only one, Charles, lived past 35. 
But fast forward 113 years to 1998 
when an article in the San Francisco 
Chronicle describing the re-launching 
of a refurbished Wieland bärge 
caught the eye of Jeff Wieland five 
generations removed from the Club’s 
founder. He joined right away and 
was soon an active member of the 
rowing program. Then in 2010, 
his daughter Andrea also became a 
member. The circle is complete. 

Keith Howell 

Assisted by Club Historian Walt 
Schneebeli who eschews , vehemently 
eschews, any errors there may be. 


Left: Wieland beer bottle perhaps dressedfor prohibition 


From left: Club historian Walt Schneebeli, Winifred Jahnigan 
(nee Wieland), the club founder 's great granddaughter, ana 
Dolphin Club members, Jeff Wieland and his daughter Andrea 
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Anita Day Hubbard 
First Female Dolphin 

(1889-1965) 


In 1949, she became the first woman Dolphin, presented 

with a gold key to the club “in recognition of outstanding 
Service performed in behalf of the club.” After she was 
momentarily trapped on the beach by a “double header” 
wave while photographing the Club’s annual Hike and 
Dip to Ocean Beach, the SF Chronicle described her as “the 
only woman member of the Dolphin Club.” But not really 
a member, you say, not a full fees-paying member. Well, 


Photos: courtesy Walt Schneebeli 



Anita Hubbard photographs the celebration at the end of the 
annual Race to the Ocean. 



W hile he was still barely a teenager, Anita Day 

Hubbard gave Walt Schneebeli the best advice he 
ever received. Anita Hubbard was a remarkable 
woman, a Journalist in New York and San Francisco, 
executive secretary of the California Food Administration 
during World War I, Director of National Thrift Publicity 
for the U.S. Treasury after the war. She wrote short histories 
of various parts of the city that were published in the SF 
Bulletin . (A Compilation, Cities within the City is available 
through Nook). For 28 years until her death in 1965, she 
was a columnist with the San Francisco Examiner . Her 
feature, “Good Neighbor” was a precursor to Dear Abby and 
she had a penchant for giving advice. 

Sometime around 1941 the widowed Mrs Hubbard met 
Dolphin Herb Derham. Fireman Derham was stationed 
at Engine 31, near the corner of Leavenworth and Green 
and, according to Walt, Anita was a frequent visitor to the 
firehouse, sometimes carrying cake for the firemen. She was 
also often in Derham’s Company at the Dolphin Club where 
she regularly swam and rowed, sometimes as crew on the 
Wieland. She had a locker in the women’s bathroom. 


perhaps not, and yet every year she gave an award to a club 
member, selected by the board. It should not necessarily go 
to a Champion rower or swimmer, she insisted, but to 

someone who best exemplified the spirit of the Dolphin 
Club. The award? She paid that member’s annual dues. 

Twelve years after her death, following a fierce legal 
battle, women were finally admitted to the Dolphin Club. 

Oh, and her advice to Walt: Find your passion, and 
follow it. 

Keith Ho well 


Anita and two members’ wives at a ClijfHouse lunch 
after the Race to the Ocean , December 17, 1950. 
Front left: Gladys Hughes, ADH, Ann Liva 


Wieland crew circa 1950: Anita Day Hubbard, Lawton Hughes, Les 
Hendry, Herb Derham (the boyfriend), Tom Troneum, Andy Dunre, 
Ray Morino (cox). 
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